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1.

“Khong ¢6 ciu vin hoan hdo. Ciing nhw chang ¢6 ndi tuyét vong hoan
toan.”

Mot nha van tdi tinh co’ quen bi€t khi con hoc dai hoc da néi véi tdi cau
nay. Phai ra't 1au sau d6 td6i mdi hi€u hét y nghia cau néi. Nhwng it ra, toi da
xem né nhw nhitng 1o an 0.

Tuy vay toi ludn tha'y ndi tuyét vong ¢dn cao mdi lic dinh viét mot diéu gi.
B&i pham vi nhitng gi t6i ¢6 the€ viét ra't gidi han. N6i nhw, t6i ¢6 the viét
ve voi, nhung c6 I€ sé cheamg bi€t viét gi V€ ngwoi hudn luyén voi. Pai loai
1a vay.

Tdi mic ket trong thé tién thodi lwdng nan d6 mai sudt tdm nim tréi. Tdm
nam. D6 1a mot quang thoi gian dai.

Mién c6 thai & ham hoc hdi tr moi diéu, thi viéc gid di han ciling chang
dau khd miYy. Moi ngwoi van thueong nghi the,



Tw khi budc qua ngueong tuoi hai mwo, toi ¢6 duy tri tri€t 1y s6ng d6. Ket
qua la, vai Tan bi d@m, bi lrra d61i, bi hi€u I'am, va d6ng thoi ¢ dwgc nhirng
trai nghiém la ky. Nhiéu loai ngwoi tim dén t6i tAm sy, budc ngang qua toi
bang nhitng brdc chan giy budt nhéi nhw the dang di qua mot ciy cau, roi
khong bao gio’ quay tr& lai. Sudt quang thoi gian dé, tdéi ngdm miéng,
chealng néi 18y mot 1oi. PO 1a céi cach t6i nhd d€n nhirng ndm cudi tudi hai
muoi cia minh.

Gio day toi da sin sang d€ k€ vé né.

Van chwra ¢6 bat ky van dé nao dwoc gidi quyét, va ¢d 1€ van sé nguyén
nhw th& khi cau chuyén nay két thic. R6t lai, viét khong phdi phwong cach
de ty chtra lanh chinh minh, ma chglng hon gi ngoai nhitng c& ging nhd
nhoi trong nd Iyc tir chira lanh d6.

Tuy vy, that khé khin d€ c6 the k& hét sy that. Tdi cang cd ging thanh
that, nhirng ciu ttr chinh xac lai cang 1an sau hon vao trong bong toi.

T6i khong c6 y bién hd. It ra, diéu toi k& ra dy la nhitng gi chét loc nhat
tOn tai trong t6i ldc nay. Khong thém bot diéu gi. Du vy, t6i cling da nghi
th& ndy. N&u moi chuyén dién ra sudn sé, thi trong lai c6 1€ toi s& c6 thé
tim th8y mot t6i da dwgc chtra lanh, sau may nam hay may chuc ndm
khong bi€t ntra. Lic d6 nhirng con voi sé lai quay vé dong co, va co 1€ toi
s& bit dau k& vé thé giGi ndy v&i nhitng ngdn tir dep dé hon nhiéu.

T

To6i da hoc ra't nhiéu to Derek Heartfield vé nhirng cau van. L€ ra t6i phai
n6i rang hAu nhw ta't ca t6i déu hoc dwoc tir 6ng. Dang ti€c, Heartfield la
mot nha van tha't bai. Néu da doc tdc pham cia 6ng, han ban sé hi€u. Cau
vin khé hi€u, c6t truyén r8i rdm, va chd dé au tri. Tuy nhién 6ng 13 mot
trong s& it nha vin vi dai c¢6 kha ning d4u tranh biang cich bién ngodn tr
thanh vi khi. T6i nghi, né€u so sdnh v&i nhitng nha van cung thoi nhw
Hemingway va Fitzgerald, phong cich chd nghia tién vé cua Heartfield
hoan toan khéng hé thua kém. Pang ti€c, d€n cudi doi Heartfield ciing
chealng th€ xac dinh ro d6i thd minh chi€n dau la ai. Cudi cung, 6ng tha't
bai.



Ong da ti€p tuc cudc chién tham bai cia minh sudt tdm nam hai thang
tredre khi tim dén cdi chét. Vao mot sang Chda nhat trong lanh cda thang
Sau nam 1938, 6ng nhay tw dinh toa nha Empire State v&i chan dung Hitler
Om trong tay phai va chi€c 6 mé bung bén tay trai. Khong khac gi Iic s6ng,
cai chét cta 6ng cling chaalng phai chuyén gi hé trong.

Quyén sach dau tién cua Heartfield — chwa tirng dwore tdi ban — tdi cé dwoc
Tan d4u la vao mot mua he oi birc khi dang hoc 16p 9, chinh xac lic d6 toi
dang dau don v&i cin bénh da lidu tram trong ngay vung ben. Ba nim sau
khi cho t6i quyén sdch d6, ciu t6i mic bénh ung thw rudt, cd ngwdi nhur bj
cit 14t. V&i day nho chén dic nhitng 16 ra va vao trén nguwrdi, ong mat trong
dau don. Lan cudi téi gdp Ong, co th€ 6ng nhan nhdim c¢6 mau dd bam,
trong nhw mdt con khi tinh quai.

T

T6i ¢6 ba éng cdu, mdt ngwdi chét & ngoai 6 Thwong Hai. Ong mat vi
gidm phai dija 16i do chinh minh cai hai ngay sau khi chién tranh két thic.
Ong ciu thit ba, nguwdi duy nhdt con sét lai, tré thanh do thudt gia va di
bi€u dién quanh cic sudi nwdc néng khip nudre.

T

Heartfield tirng vi€t vé mot cau vian hay nhw sau. “Viét van khong khac gi
viéc xdc dinh khodng cach gitra ban than v&i moi diéu quanh minh. Do do,
diéu can thi€t khong phai cam xdc ma 1a thwdc do.” (What'’s So Bad About
Feeling Good? 1936)

Vio nidm tong thong Kennedy mat, téi bt dau rut ré trdi tAm nhin ra quanh
minh v&i chi€c thwde do bén tay. K€ tv d6, d@ mwei 1ldm nam troi qua.
Trong mwoi 1am ndm, t6i that sy da vit bo ta't cd moi diéu. Chflng khac gi
chi€c may bay hdng mdy, hang héa trong ca-bin bj virt di d€ giam tai, k& do
la gh& ng6i, va cudi cing la nir ti€p vién xinh dep. Sudt muroi lam nam toi
da virt tdt ca moi thir ton tai trong tdi, va doi lai noi dé 1a mdt sy trong
rong.

Toi khong chic hanh dong dé 1a ding hay sai. Du that sy cAm thay nhe
nhom hon, t6i s¢* hai khi nghi dé€n nhirng gi con sét lai noi minh khi tuoi



gia va cdi chét don doi. C6 I8 dén mdt mau xwong cling chang con sau khi
to1 dwore hoa thiéu.

“Ké 4ac tam s€ chi gdp toan 4&c mdng. N€u tdm cang thém 4c doc, dén gia’c
mo’ cling chang con.” Ba ngoai qud ¢6 cua tdi ludn ndi vay.

Viao dém ngoai mat, diéu dau tién tdi 1am 12 dwa tay cham rdi vudt mét ba
nhim lai. Ngay lic d6, con mdng ba mii 6m aPp sudt bdy muoi chin nim
troi cling dan tan bi€n nhw con mwa mua ha oi n'0ng rovi trén con dwong rai
nhya. Sau do, chfmg con gi sot lai.

Mot Tan nwra t6i s€ vi€t ve viéc vi€t. Lan cudi cung.

V&i t6i, viet 1a mot viéc dau kho. T6i da tung khong viét dong nao subt
mot thang troi. TOi cling da tirng viét mé mai sudt ba ngay ba dém, nhwng
dén cudi moi cau chtr d€u hda ra vo nghia.

Du vay, vi€t cling 1a mdt diéu hanh phic. Vi viéc gdn nghia cho nhtrng cau
tr c6 1€ 1a dé dang hon so v&i nhirng khé khiin phai song.

T6i hi€u ra thyc t& d6 khi méi mwoi may tudi. Lic d6, téi da hdt hodng
dén ndi khong the mé miéng ndi ciu nao sudt mot tuan 1ién. Gia c6 thdi do
thong minh hon mot chiit thoi, téi da co th€ x&€p dit thé gidi theo y minh,
moi thi gia tri s€ doi thay, va ca thoi gian ciing s€ chuyén dong... Toi ¢
cam giac nhw vay.

Déng ti€c, toi chi nhin ra d6 1a céi biy khi thoi gian troi da da 1au. Toi gach
mot dwong ké chia d6i quyén sO ciia minh, phia trdi ghi ra td't cd nhirng gi
toi ¢6 dwgrc vao thoi dieém do, trong khi phia phai toi ghi tdt cd nhirng diéu
minh da ma't. Nhirng thir da bién mat, nhirng thir t6i da cha dap, nhirng thir
toi chi vy ma vit bd, nhirng thr tdi da hy sinh, nhitng thir t6i da phan
bdi... toi da chaalng the ghi ra ta't ca cho dén hét.

C6 mdt khe vue tham siu chia cdch gitra diéu ching ta c& ging thau hicu
va diéu chiing ta thyc t& thau hi€u. Khong céan biét thwde do ta mang theo
dai dén dau, ching ta cling khong thé do dwgrc do sau ctia néd. Biéu tdi co
the vi€t ra day don thuan chi 1a mdt danh sach. Khong phai ti€u thuyét,
chealng phai van chwong, cling khong 1a nghé thuat. Chi 1a mdt chwong ghi



chép v&i dwong ké chia do6i trang gid’y. Trong khi d6, thong diép nd chira
dung c6 1€ 1a rat it.

Néu hirng thid voi nghé thuit hay van chwong, t6t hon ban nén doc céc tac
pham ctia ngwoi Hy Lap. Vi hé thong nd dich rd't cin thi€t d€ tao ra nghé
thuat chan chinh. D6 1a diéu da dién ra vao thoi Hy Lap c&, ngeoi no 1é
dong thué€ rudong dat, ché& bi€n thirc dn, chéo thuyén, trong khi nhirng thij
dan d&m minh trong viéc séng tdc tho' ca dudi 4nh dwrong Dia Trung Hai va
chip ndi nhitng con tinh. P6 dwgc goi 1a nghé thuat.

Nhitng céu vian tdi cé th€ viét chi gidi han dén do, chglng khic gi mot
ngwoi cha rira td lanh trong bép vao lic 03.00 sdm. Vay day, nguwoi do
chinh Ia toi.

2.

Cau chuyén nay bat dau ngay 8 thang 8 nim 1970, va két thic 18 ngay sau
do, tirc 1a ngay 26 thang 8 ciing nam.

3.

“Quang hé&t bon nha giau ra bién cho xong

',7

Hai tay van dit trén quédy, Chudt quay sang phia toi v&i vé mét u dm r'oi
chii nhw vay.

Ciing c6 th€ Chuot[1] dang chwri chi€c may pha café dat phia sau toi. Vi toi
va Chuot dang ng'6i canh nhau bén quay bar, thyc t&€ cdu ta khong can phai
quay sang phia t6i d€ chwri rda. Nhwng néu da 1on ti€ng, nhwe moi khi Chudt
sé lai n6c bia v&i nét mat thdoa man.

Va lai cling ch:fmg ai xung quanh tha’y phién cai giong lanh lanh ctia Chuot.
Quan bar nhé chat kin khach, va moi ngwoi déu tro chuyén to ti€ng. Khong
khi noi ddy chang khic gi trén mot con tau sip stra dim d&n noi.

“Bon gidi bo!” Chuot TAam bam lic d4u nhw the cdm tha’y ra't gian dir.
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“Bon n6 chang biét lam dé&ch gi ca. Ci trong b mit hanh tién ta day gidu
c6 cua chung la da tha’y tém.”

Toi chi gt dau trong lic dan chit modi vao miéng chai bia mong tanh. Sau
d6 Chudt khong néi gi thém. Vira xoay 14t ban tay dat trén mét quéy, nhw
the’ dang swdi &m nhirng ngdn tay gay gudc cia minh bén dam Ira, Chudt
vira chiim chd ngdm nhin ching. Con tdi cit 1& di va ngwée nhin tran nha.
Chuot sé chzamg ti€p tuc cau chuyén né€u chwa an lwgt sam soi dd hét muwoi
dau ngoén tay cua minh. Ludn la vay.

Su6t muia he oi birc, nhw bj dm, t6i va Chudt dd udng hét so bia twong
dwong th€ tich mot h'd boi dai hai mwoi mét, va virt s6° vo ddu phong day
dén nam xen-ti-mét trén mat san quan Jay’s Bar. Mua hé ndm dé qua that
budn té va cé Ié s€ chéng chiu tré6i qua n€u ching t6i khong lam nhung
di€u twong tw.

Bén quiy qudn Jay’s Bar c6 treo mot birc tranh khic gb did 4m mau khéi
thudc. Khi tha'y da qua té ngét, tdi nhin mai birc tranh d6 sudt hang gico lién
quén ca in. Trong mét toi, birc tranh c6 dwdng nét nhw nhitng birc vé
theong dung trong cic tric nghiém Rorschach[2] d6 trong ra hai con khi
mau xanh 1a dang ng'6i d6i dién va ném hai qua bong quan gan nhw 1€p xep
vao nhau.

Khi t6i n6i di€u d6 voi Jay, ngwoi pha ché, anh ta thodng nhin bic tranh
mot ldc roi ho hirng bao, “Ciling giong day.”

“Thé& thi ham y gi nhi?” t6i hoi.

“Con khi bén trai 1a ciu, con con bén phai la t6i. N&u tdi ném chai bia vé
phia ciu, thi cdu s€ quang tién thanh toan cho t6i.”

T6i udng bia ctia minh v&i cdm gidc than phuc.

“That td'm.”

Chuot 1ap lai maYy 1o ban ndy khi da ki€m tra xong cdc ngdn tay ctia minh
trng ngén mot.

D6 khong phai Tan dau tién Chudt thdéa ma ngwoi giau. Ciu ta tha sy rat
ghét ngwoi giau. Méc du gia dinh Chudt cling phai n6i 1a khd giau, mdi I4an
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t6i nhic d&n diéu dé Chuot s& cii lai, “D6 khdng phai 16i cta t&.” C6 liic,
wr, phn 1on 1a khi @3 uéng qud nhiéu bia, t6i bdo, “Khong dau. D6 1a 16i
clia ciu.” Sau khi néi vdy hién nhién t6i khong tha’y thodi méi cho 1&m, vi
that ra Chudt cting co 1y.

“Theo cdu, sao t& lai ghét ngwoi giau dén vay?”

bém d6, Chudt ndi ti€p loi minh. D6 1a Tan dau ciu chuyén cia ching t6i
di ti€p dén tan day.

Toi 14c du td y khong biét.

“T& bao cau biét, t& ghét bon nha glau vi ching chang suy nghi gi ca. Gia

khong c6 den pin hay thwréc k&, chic chiing ciing chang the ty gai 18y lwng
minh.”

‘T bao clu biét.” B6 1a cach ndi dic trung ciia Chudt.
“Vay sao?”

“U. Ching ching bao gi¢’ suy nghi diéu gi quan trong c. Chiing chi gia v&
nghi ngoi... Theo cdu, sao chung lai nhu vay?”

“Cha biét.”

“Vi ching ching cin phai suy nghi. D& 1am giau, qué that ngwdi ta can
déng nao doi chit, nhung d€ ti€p tuc giau cd, ngwoi ta khong can lam gi ca.
Cing nhw vé€ tinh nhan tao chaamg can dung d&n nhién liéu. Chi can xoay
quanh mai mot chd 1a da. Nhung t& thi khong nhw vy, ciu cling khong.
Ching ta phai suy nghi lien tuc d€ c¢6 the song. Nghi tir viéc thoi ti€t ngay
mai th& nao cho dé&n kich thudc ndp chin 18 thodt nwdc bon tdm. Ding
khong?”

“U.,” toi noi.
“Dung the” day.”

Sau khi n6i hét nhtrng gi muén néi, Chudt mo tim khan gid'y trong tdi roi
xi miii that manh nhw th€ budn chdn 1dm. T6i chang th€ biét dwoec Chuot
nghiém tic d&€n mirc nao khi néi nhirng lovi do.



“Gi thi cu6i cing moi ngwoi déu sé chét ca,” toi ndi y do xét.

“Céi d6 thi han roi. Mot lic nao d6 moi ngwoi déu phai chét. Nhung ma ho
da phai sdng it nhat ndm mwoi ndam cho dén lic d6. Té bao ciu biét, song
ndm mwoi ndm suy nghi dd diéu thi mét nhoc hon nhiéu so véi song sudt
nam ngan nam chfmg nghi ngoi gi cd. buing khong?”

Dr1éu do thi dung that.

4.

T6i gip Chudt vao mua thu ba nadm trede. Thoi gian d6 1a nam dau dai hoc,
va ching t6i dang say bi ti. Vi vay, t6i hoan toan chzamg nh¢ tinh hu6ng nao
khi€n ching t6i cung ng6i l€n chi€c Fiat 500 mau den ctia Chudt vao lic
04.00 hon budi som. C6 1€ do ciing dwong veé.

Quan trong Ia Idc d6 chiing t6i da say that sy, t€ hon nira, kim do t&'c do chi
dén con s& 80 km. Vi 1€ do, chung t61 lai xe lai vao hang rao cong vién, cin
nat diy hoa dd quyén, va theo t6i nh¢ ciing da ddm vao mot tru da. Vi
ching to1 chéng xay xat mot chit nao, nén khoéng c6 tir nao chinh xac hon
d€ miéu ta tinh trang cta chuing toi 1a tot s6.

Khi da hoan h'dn, t6i dap tung canh ctra xe mop méo buwdc ra ngoai. Mui
chiéc Fiat bat ving t&i tred'c chudng khi cach khoang 10 mét vé phia
tred'c, con mili xe thi da 10m vao theo dang tru dd. May con khi la thét tirc
gian vi bdng dau bi ddnh thirc.

Tay vin nidm chit vo-ling, Chudt cdi gip ngudi, nhung ciu ta khong bi
thwong. Cau ta chi 6i hét mi€ng pizza vira an mdt gio’ trede d6 1én bang
diéu khié€n. T6i trwon 1én trén ndc xe r'oi ngd nhin ghé’1ai qua sunroof.
“Cau khong sao day chx?”

“U, nhung chic t& udng nhidu qui. Oi gan hét ca roi.”

“Buwdre ra dugre khong?”

“Kéo t& giup voi!”



Chuot tit may xe, 18y géi thudc dit trén bang diéu khién nhét vio trong tui,
roi chAm rdi nim 13y tay toi treon 1én néc xe. Ng'6i canh nhau trén néc
chi€c Fiat, ching to1 ngwdc nhin bau trovi da bit dau rang, va dot vai di€u
thudc ma chang néi 1oi nao. Chang bié€t sao t6i lai nho d&€n canh phim
chién tranh c6é Richard Burton tha vai[3]. Khong biét Chudt dang nghi diéu

gl.
“Nay, bon minh may qué nhi,” ndm phit sau Chudt néi vdy. “Nhin xem.
Bon minh chang x4y xat chiit nao. Tin n6i khong?”

Toi1 gat dau. “Nhuwng xe thi nat bét ro1.”

“Nghi lam quéi gi. Xe cé th€ mua, nhung van may thi c6 tién ciing khong
mua dwoc.”

T6i nhin mét Chudt, strng sor. “Cau giau lam a?”
“Chdc vay.”
“Néu vy thi tot roi.”

Chuot khong ddp trd, nhung ciu ta lic dau do6i Tan cit nhu khong vira y.
“Nhuwng diéu quan trong 12 chiing ta may méin.”

“U', dting da'y.”

Chuot dui tit di¢u thudc dudi d& gidty tennis ciia minh, réi bing mau thudc
veé phia chudng khi.

“Nay, bon minh lam thanh m&t ddi thi sao? Han moi viéc sé sudn sé 14m.”
“Truwde hét, ching ta s€ lam gi?”

“Ubng bia thoi.”

Chung t6i mua ntra td bia ttv mdy ban hang ty dong dat cach dé khong xa, di
v€ phia bién, nam dai trén bai cat, udng hét ta't cd so bia, roi ngam bien.
Tiét troi hom d6 that trong lanh.

“Goi t¢ 1a Chudt nghen,” cdu ta noi.

“Sao lai goi vay?”
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“Té quén r'oi. Thi cling da kha 1au. Lic dau nghe goi vay cling thd’y buc,
nhwng gio thi chang sao nira. Quen r'oi.”

Chiing t6i ném hét s lon bia rdng xudng bién, r6i ndm dya vao con dé
chin séng ching tdi 14’y 4o khodc duffle[4] chim kin d4u va ngi khodng
mot ti€ng d6ng h'6. Khi tinh ddy, t6i cdm thdy c6 mot sirc sdng ngdp tran
co’ th€. Mot cam gidc ky la.

“T'¢ thd'y nhw minh dad strc chay bo su6t mdt tram ki-16-mét da’y,” t6i bao.
“T¢& cling vay,” Chudt noi.

Tuy nhién thyc t€ di€u ching t6i budc phadi lam l1a déng phat cho toa thi
chinh chd phi tu stra cong vién cling nhw viron hoa trong su6t ba nim.

[1] Chudt, nghia ti€ng Nhat cia tén nhan vat Nezumi [ < ~ b ] trong
nguyén ban.

[2] M6t loai tric nghiém tdm 1y do nha phin tdm hoc ngwoi Thuy Si
Rorschach tao ra nam 1917, trong d6 ngwoi ta dya vao nhirng hinh anh ma
mot ngwoi nhin thay khi xem nhitng vét “murc loang” d6i xrng d€ rit ra
két Iuan. Theo 6ng, nhirng v&t myc loang da tao nén mdt “mdi trwong chin
khong tri gidc” chdy vao cdc khuynh hudng nodi tim cta ddi twong tric
nghiém.

[3] The Desert Rats (1953) 1a bd phim vé th& chién II cia dao dién Robert
Wise, 1a'y bdi canh cudc vay hdm Tobruk & Bac Phi. Phim c6 sw tham gia
cia Richard Burton trong vai si quan ngwoi Anh “Tammy”
MacRoberts, Robert Newton thu vai Tom Bartlett, va James Mason trong
vai tw 1énh ngeoi Bic Erwin Rommel.

[4] MGt loai 4o len tho va day.
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S.

Chuot khong bao gior doc sach. Toi chwa tirng thdy ciu ta doc mot chir nao
ngoai bdo thé thao va thw tin. C khi t6i doc sach d€ gi€t thoi gian, ciu ta
lai li&c nhin quyén s4ch nhw the vat gi quy hiém 14m, chflng khéc nao con
ru'di ngdm cdi vi dap ru'oi.

“Sao cau doc sach mai vay?”
“Sao cau uong bia mai vay?”

Vwra an gdi ca thu luan phién véi sa-lat tron, toi vira hdi lai ma khong quay
nhin Chu6t. Chudt ngdm nghi vé diéu d6, va ndm phit sau ciu ta mé
miéng.

“Mat tdt cua bia, thir chd't 1ong d6 sé hda thanh nwdc ti€u va t cor the thai
h€t ra ngoai. One out, first base, double play[1]. Khong mdt chit gi con sét
lai,” Chuot tra 1o trong ltic nhin t6i vAn dang mai 4n.

“Sao cau chi doc sach khong vay?”

Sau khi chiéu mén gdi cd thu bing mot ngum bia, t6i don dia, véi 18y
quyén sach nhan d€ Sentimental Education dit bén canh, r'oi 1at mdé vai
trang.

“Bdi 1€ Flaubert[2] da chét.”

“Cau khong doc sach cta nhirng téc gid van con sdng sao?”

“Téac pham cua tac gia con s6ng khong dang doc.”

“Sao lai th&?”

“Vi t& cdm thdy minh c6 th€ tha th nhiéu diéu cho nguwoi da chét.”

T6i trd loi nhw vay trong ldc xem Route 66[3] trén chiéc tivi di dong dat
gitra quay. Chudt lai mot Ian nira ngAdm ngh.

“Nay, con v&i ngwoi thwong thi sao? Cau cé thé tha thir moi diéu cho ho
khong?”
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“Sao nhi. T¢ chwa toeng suy nghi nghiém tdc d&n thé&. Nhung néu hoan
canh ép budc, c6 1€ t& s€ c¢6 the tha thi cho ho. Ciling c¢6 kha ning t& s€
khong thé tha th cho ho.”

Jay ti€n lai gén roi dat hai chai bia m&i tredc mat chdng toi.
“Cau s€ lam gi n€u khong th€ tha thi cho ho?”

“Té s€ 0m go6i di ngh.”

Chuot 18c dau vé boi roi.

“Quai that. To chaalng hiéu gi ca,” Chudt l'am bam.

T6i rét bia vao ly cia Chudt, trong lic ciu ta lai cti gdp nguoi thoang nght
ngo'i.

“Lan cudi to doc sach 1a muia hé ndm ngodi,” Chudt nhé lai. “Té quén mat
twa d€ va tén tac gid r'oi. TG cling chzamg nh& vi sao minh lai doc cudn sach
ay. Céi chinh, d6 1a ti€u thuy€&t cia mot nwr tic giad. Nhan vat chinh la mot
phu ni* m&i chi ba mwei tudi va 1a mot nha thiét k& thoi trang danh ti€ng.
Nhung ¢d ta cit khiing khing ring minh méc mot ciin bénh vd phurong ctru
chwa.”

“Bénh gi vay?”

“T& quén roi. Ung thwe hay dai loai vay. Con cdn bénh v6 phwong ctru chira
nao khac ngoai ung thw sao? Thé& roi cd ta di nghi he tai mdt bai bien, va
thi dam tw dau chi cudi. Co ta thd ddm & dd moi noi, vi du nhw trong bon
tdm, trong ring, trén giwong, va gitra bién.”

“( giira bién?”

“U. Tin dwoc khong? Sao phai viet may thit d6 vao trong ti€u thuyét co
chr? Con bao nhiéu thir khéac c6 th€ viét dwoc co ma?”

“Chang biét ntra.”
“Ti€u thuy€t ki€u d6 thdi that. Poc cir muén mira.”

Toi1 gat dau.



“Phai t&, t& s€ viét mot ti€u thuyét hoan toan khac biét.”
“Vi du nhu?”
Chuot suy nghi trong lic dwa ngén tay van vé mép ly bia.

“Thé& nay thi sao? T¢ bi ddm tau ngay gitta Thai Binh Dwong. Bam vao
phao citu sinh, mot minh t& vira trdi ndi bap bénh gitra bién d&m vira ngim
sao troi. Mot d€m yén binh va trong lanh. R6i tw phia d6i dién, mot ngwoi
phu n tré cling bam vao 4o phao boi vé phia t&.”

“Phu nu dep?”

“bung vay.”

Tdi hé'p mdt ngum bia rdi 1ic dau.
“Nghe ngd ngan sao ay?”

“Nghe hét céi da! Sau do, hai ngwoi bon t& via troi gitra bi€n vira néi da
th chuyén. Chflng han nhw, d&n tir ddu, muén di dau, s& thich, s6" phu ni
to da 1én giwong, chwong trinh truyén hinh, gidc mo da thd'y dém qua, w,
may chuyén phi€m dai loai vdy. R'6i bon t& uéng bia v&i nhau.”

“Nay, khoan da. Bia dau ma ciu udng?”
Chuot thodng suy nghi.

“Bia tr6i gitra bi€n. M&Yy lon bia da 1an ra khdi cang-tin tau. Cling v&i may
hdp cd m6i. b chwa?”

“Puoc ron.”

“Binh minh dan 16 dang. ‘Ti€p theo, ching ta s€ lam gi day?’ nguwoi phu niv
hdi t&. ‘“Toi s€ thir boi VE phia ddo,” ngwoi phu nir néi ti€p. ‘Nhwng chua
chiac ¢6 hon dao nao quanh diy. Tot hon ching ta ctr vua tréi & ddy vua
udng bia, chac roi s€ c6 mdy bay ctru ho dén thoéi,” t& néi thé. Nhung
ngwdi phu nit d6 van ¢t boi di mot minh.”

Chuot thoang thé dai roi udng bia.



“Nguoi phu niv d6 boi sudt hai ngay hai dém dén cudi cung cling t&i dwoc
mot hon dao. Trong khi d6, t& dang trong tinh trang say khwdc da dwgc mot
mdy bay giai ctru. Vai nam sau ho tinh co gép lai nhau trong mot quan bar
nho & vung Yamanote.”

“R01 ho lai udng bia cung nhau ding khong?”
“Chuyén t¢ viet khong d& che?”

“Chang biét,” toi noi.

6.

C6 hai di€m di biét trong ti€u thuyét cia Chudt. Trwdc hét la truyén khong
c6 canh an i, k& d6 1a khong mot nhan vat nao chét ca. Ly do 1a du khong
d4 dong d&n, con ngudi chic chén roi s& phai chét va dan dng chic chin sé
ngd voi phu ne. Thye t€71a vay.

T
“Theo anh, t6i c6 sai IAm khong?” ngwoi phu niv d6 hai.

Chuot hé'p ngum bia roi cham rii lac dau. “Tdi bao cd biét, moi nguwdi déu
sai [am.”

“Sao anh nghi vay?”

“Hwm,” Chudt 1am bam r'6i li€m méi trén ctia minh. Cau ta khong tra 1.
“Toi boi gan chét t¢i ddo dén ndi tay nhe mudn long cd ra. That sy mét
moi va toi clr tedng minh s€ chét. Lic d6 téi da nhiéu An nghi thé nay. C6
1€ t6i da sai va anh ding. Nhung sao anh ct tréi trén bién khong lam gi ca,

trong khi t6i lai phéi chiu deng nhw thé€”? T6i da nghi vay.”

Sau khi néi th&’, nguwdi phu nit ling 18 cudi roi dua tay 4n nhe khée mét
nhw thdy mdi mét. Trong khi d6, Chudt ling ting mo tim thir gi trong tdi
chang r6. Sau ba ndm cai thudc, dot nhi€n cau ta lai mudn huit.

“C0 c6 nghi dang ra t6i phai chét?”



“C6, mot it.”

“That chi mdt it?”

“To61 quén ron.”

Ho im ldng mét Iic. R'6i Chudt tha'y can phai ndi thém mdt diéu gi do.
“Nay, con nguei sinh ra da khong binh dé)ing.”

“Ainoi vay?”

“John F. Kennedy.”

7.

Liic nhd, tdi 12 mot dia tré ra't kiém 1&i. Vi lo 1dng, ba me d3 mang t6i dén
nha mdt ngwoi quen 1a bac si tdm than.

Nha vi béc si d6 ndm trén mot ngon d'6i, tir dAy c6 thé trong tha’y bién. Toi
clr ngdi vay trén chi€c treong ky dat gitra phong khach ngdp tran anh mat
troi, mOt phu ntt trung nién c6 voc ngwoi tao nha dwa toi ly orange
juice lanh cung hai khoanh donat. T6i can than an nita khoanh donat d€ bot
dwong khong rovi vai 1én dui, roi udng hét ly orange juice.

“Udng nira khdong?” vi bac si hdi. To6i lac dau. Ching tdi dang ng6i doi
dién nhau. Trén bitc twong tredc mit c6 treo chan dung Mozart véi ddi mét
md trirng nhin t6i @Ay nét thil hin nhw th€ mot chi meéo dang hodng s

“Thud truedc, c6 mdt chi dé ndi td't bung.”

“Chd dé ndi ludn deo trén ¢& mot chiec dong h'd vang rat ning va di khip
noi véi hoi thd mét nhoc. Chi€c dong h'd vang d6 khong chi rd't ndng ma
con da hong voi nhirng chi€c kim khong con chuyén dong. Mot ngay no,
ban cta dé ndi 1a mot chd thd ndi the nay. ‘Nay, dé nii, sao ciu clr mang
mai chi€c dong h'd6 d6? Khong nhitng ndng ma ciing da hdng ma't roi phai
khong?’ ‘Ding la niang thit,” dé nii dap. ‘Nhung t& quen roi, du chiéc
d6ng h'6 vira ndng lai vira da hdng.’”



Sau khi néi vay, vi bac s udng ly orange juice ctia minh roi tram ngam
nhin toi. T6i chi im lang do’i nghe ti€p cau chuyén.

“Pén ngay sinh nhat dé ndi. Chu tho tang d€ ndi mot chi€c hop nho cé dinh
no thit dep. Mén qua dé c¢6 vé 1a mot chiéc dong h'é6 mdi chay ding gio,
nhe va 18 lanh. D€ nti thdy ra't vui. Chi ta deo chi€c dong h'6 m&i vao c&
roi di khip noi khoe véi mudn thd.”

Cau chuyén dot ngot ket thuc tai do.
“Chau la chi dé nii, ta la tho, va chi€c dong h'6 chinh la tréi tim chau.”
C6 cdm gidc minh bj x6 mii, toi gwong ép gat dau.

Mbi tuan mot Tan, chinh xédc 1a chiéu Chia nhat, t6i d6n xe Itra r'oi doi sang
xe buyt d&€n nha vi bac si d6. Vwa an coffee roll, banh tdo, pannekoek[4],
hay croissant ph&t mat ong, td6i vira ch@p nhén tri li€u. Sau m6t ndm, bdi
nhirng thirc qua do téi cling da phai d&€n tham mot vi nha si.

“Vin minh 12 thong tin,” vi bac si néi vay. “Né&u chdu khong the dién dat
mot diéu gi d6, nghia la di€u d6 chwa h€ ton tai. Hi€u ch? S6” khong to
teong! Cheamg han bung chdu déi. Chau chi can néi, ‘bung chau do6i’. C6
vay, ta s& cho chdu banh. An di nao.” T6i nhan 14y mot miéng banh. “Néu
chau khong ndi gi ca, thi s€ khdng ¢6 banh d€ an.” Vé tinh quai, bac si dem
ci't dia banh xu6ng dwdi ban. “S& khong to twdng! Hi€u ch? Chau khong
mudn néi chuyén. Nhwng bung chdu d6i. R'61 chau mudn néi diéu dé ma
khong phai dung d&n ngdn tr. Cr goi 1a tro ngdn ngt hinh the. Thir lam

29

Xeml.

T6i 6m bung lam nét mét dau don. Vi bac si bat cuoi. “D6 1a roi loan tiéu
héa ddy chi.”

R&1 loan ti€u hoa...

K& dén, chung t61 cho'i tro ‘ndi ty do’.
“Thé& k& xem chdu bi€t gi V€ con meo.”
T6i xoay xoay dau, vor suy nghi.

“Chdu c6 th€'liét ké ba't c th gi chau nho.”
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“Dong vat c6 bon chan.”

“Voi cling ¢6 bdn chan.”

“Nho hon nhiéu.”

“Ginwa?”

“Pugrc nudi trong nha. Néu hirng, dong vat d6 c6 the giét chudt.”
“N6 an gi nao?”

“Ca.

“Xuc xich thi sao?”

“An xiic xich ludn.”

Viy day.

Vi béc si d6 n6i ding. Van minh la thong tin. Khi mot di€u dang 1€ phai

dworc ndi ra va dwore truyén dat da khong con, thi nén van minh ciing két
thic. Bum... OFF.

That kho tin, nhung vao mua thu téi bwdc qua tudi mwoi bdn, ddt nhién toi
bit dau néi huyén thuyén ching khdc gi con ddp v tran. To6i khong nhé
minh da néi nhirng gi khi d6, nhwng t6i dd mai huyén thuyén khong nging
sudt ba thang nhw ¢ ging bu dip lai khodng trong sudt mudi bdn nim
troi. Pén gitra thang Bay, khi da thdi huyén thuyén, t6i st cao 40°C dén
ndi phai nghi hoc mat ba ngay. Cudi cing khi da ha sot, tdi tré thanh mot
thanh nién binh thudng, khong cAm ling ciing ching nhiéu 1.

[1] Thuat ngtr bong chay, nghia la hai ngwoi choi bi loai, g6m ngwoi dap
béng va nguoi chét gon mot.

[2] Gustav Flaubert, mot nha van ngwoi Phap. Tadc pham noi ti€ng chiia 6ng
la Madame Bovary.

[3] Mot phim truyén hinh ctia dai CBS phat séng hiang tuin & My tir nim
1960 dén nam 1964.
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[4] M6t loai banh k&p Ha Lan, thwong 1on va mdng hon so v&i banh kép
My va Xcot-len.

8.

C6 1€ vi kho c0, toi tinh gid’c lic 06:00 kém. Néu phai thic gidc & nha
ngwoi khéc, t6i luon thdy thadn xdc minh nhw da bi mét linh h'on khac
chi€m ngu. NO lwc hét strc cudi cing toi cling ding diy dwoc khdi chiéc
givong ngl nho hep, udng vai ly nwdc mdy rét te chi€c bon rira chén gian
don dit canh cra nhw chi ngya dang con khat, sau dé tdi quay lai phong
ngua.

Bién thdp thodng ngoai 6 ctra d€ m¢. Song bién rAm ri phan chi€u anh
dwong 14 ldnh vira nhd trén cao, va néu nheo mét nhin k¥, ti trong thay
vai chi€c thuyén xin mau 1o Iing trdi di. C6 vé s€ la mot ngay dai nong
birc. Nhirng ngdi nha xung quanh van con dang say ngl, chi nghe thd'y mdi
ti€ng dwong ray xe Ita rit 1én mdi ldc hay giai diéu 16 mo bai nhac th€ duc
buoi sang tw radio.

Van trong tinh trang 10a th€, tdi tya vao lwng giwong. Sau khi chim diéu
thud’c, t6i ngim c6 gi dang ndam ngd canh bén. Tt 6 ctta m& ra phia nam,
anh mat troi roi xuyén vao bao phu cor th€ ¢6. C6 gai say ngt dwdi chiéc
chan tho day che kin co the€’ d&n ban chan. Po6i lic ¢d thé voi, khi€n bod
nguc cang tron phap ph'éng chuyén dong 1én xudng. Co th€ thwong xuyén
dwoc tim ning, va ciing thoi gian trdi, phan co the rdm ning bat dau t5i
mau, trong khi phan da thwong dwoc 16p &6 boi che kin tring d&n ndi
trong nhu dang tho1i rwra.
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Hut xong di€u thudc, téi thir nhé lai tén ¢ gdi trong sudt khodng muoi
phit, nhung chi vo ich. VA ching t6i cling ching nhé liéu minh c6 biét tén
c6 ta hay khong. Tdi bd cudc, roi lai ngdm nhin co’ the co6 gdi mot Tan nira.
C6 vé ¢b ta vin chua dén hai muoi, va co the khd gy go. Toi dudi thing
ban tay roi thit do cor th€ cd gdi tir phia dau. Tam gang tay, va phan goét
chan dw ra d6 mdt ngoén tay cadi. Co ta cao khoang 158 cm.

Phia dwdi ngue phai cé cdi bot trong nhw vét nude x0t roi d6 to co dong
bac muoi yen, trong khi & phéan ha b, I&p 16ng mu cut ngan moc thang
hang nhw loai thiy tdo dwdi con sdng nhd sau con lii. Té hon nira, ban tay
phai ctia cd chi con bdn ngoén.

9.

Ba ti€ng sau cO6 gai mdi tinh gid’c. CO6 mat ndm phiit d€ két ndi chudi sy
kién. Trong lic viéc d6 dién ra, t6i khoanh tay chim chi nhin vé phia ddam
may day dang treo trén bau troi. PAm may chuyén dang r'6i trdi vé phia
dong

Vai khdc sau, khi td1 quay nhin, cd gai da boc kin minh trong chdn dén tan
c0, cd nén vi whiskey con sét lai trong da day c6 nhin t6i vd cam.

“Anh la ai?”

“C6 khong nh¢é sao?”

C6 14c dau mot cdi. To6i chadm thudc roi moi cd mdt didu, nhung cd 1o di.
“The giai thich xem.”

“T6i phai bt dau tr dau day?”

“Tw dau di.”

Ngoai viéc ching rd bt Tau tir dau, toi cling ching biét phai k& viéc d6 nhw
thé nao d€ c6 c6 the hieu. Co6 1€ s€ thanh cong, ciing cb 1€ sé hoan toan that
bai. Sau khi suy nghi khodng muwdi gidy, téi bit dau k&

“Mic du oi btec, hdm d6 1a mot ngdy dé chju. To6i dén h'd boi boti sudt budi
trira, sau d6 vé nha danh mot gid’c tredre bira t6i. Lic d6 khoang 20.00 gio.



T6i 14i xe ra ngoai di dao. P xe trén con dwong ven bién, tdi vira ngim
bién vira nghe radio. D6 1a diéu t6i ludn lam.

Ba muoi phiit trdi qua, dot nhién t6i mudn gip mit ai d6. N&u cir ngim
bi€n mai thwong toi lai mudn gdp ai do, trdi lai n€u c¢ mai nhin ngwoi
theong t6i s€ mudn trong thdy bi€n. That la phai khong. Vi vay toi quyét
dinh d&n quéan Jay’s Bar. T6i mudn udng bia va cé th€ s€ gdp dworc mot
nguwoi ban & d6. Tuy nhién ban t6i hinh nhw khong d&€n quan. Cudi cung toi
quy€t dinh udng bia mot minh. Trong mot ti€ng dong ho, té61 da udng hét
ba chai bia.”

Tdi ngit ngang ciu chuyén & d6 roi gat tan thudc vao chiéc gat tan.
“Nhan ti€n, c6 da doc quyén A Cat in a Hot Tin Roof[1] chwa?”

C6 khong trd 10 cau hdi, chi ling ngim tran nha v&i cor the boc kin trong
chén trong nhw con ¢4 nwoe bj nha'c 1€n bai bienh. Khong quan tdm dén diéu
do, to1 ti€p tuc cau chuyén.

“Céi chinh 14 t6i ludn nhé t&i cAu chuyén d6 mdi I4n udng bia mot minh.
Nhuw thé c6 ti€ng the thé trong d4u nhic nhé ring moi viée roi sé tdt dep
hon thoi. Tuy nhién hién thyc chéng nhr mo wéc. Hon nira, thit ra chflng
cé thr gi 1én ti€ng ca. Vi da chan cho doi, t6i thit goi dién dén can ho
ngwoi ban. T6i dinh rd ciu ta d&€n udng bia cing. Nhwng nguoi tra 1o dién
thoai hinh nhw 1a mét phu nwr. T6i tha'y rat la. Cau ta khdng phai loai dan
ong nhu vay. Vi du, cdu ta cliing ldc dit nim muoi phu nit vé phong va ban
than dang say bi ti, thi cAu ta van s& ty minh trd 1oi dién thoai. Hi€u y toi
khong?

T6i vo goi nhAm sd roi xin 16i treede khi cip mdy. Toi cdm thay doi chiit lo
ling sau d6. Nhuwrng lai khong rd vi 1y do gi. R6i téi udng thém mdt chai bia
ntta. Nheng van chéng cam thay yén long hon chit nao. Téi ciling bi€t diéu
dé that ngu ngdc. Nhwng qua that né l1a vay. Udng hét chai bia, t6i goi Jay,
thanh toan, va dinh vé nha nghe k&t qua trdn da'u bong chay trong ban tin
th€ thao r'6i di nga. Jay ndi voi tdi, ‘Rira mat tredre da.” Clir nhw anh ta tin
ring, dit udng h&t mot két bia, tdi van sé c6 thé 14i xe mién 1a di rira miit
tredre ddy. Do d6, t6i budc long phai vao toilet d€ rira mét. N6i that tdi hoan
toan ching c6 ¥ dinh riva mit. Toi chi gid vo thdi. Do dwdng cdng bi nghet
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nén toilet ctia quan thwong ngdp nwéc. T6i ngai phai vao d6. Tuy nhién
khong nhw moi khi, d&m qua nwéc khong dong lai. Nhung thay vao do, lai
la c6 dang ndm séng soai trén san.”

C6 gdi thé dai roi nhim mat lai.

“R6i th1?”

“To6i do co ra khoi toilet, roi di quanh quan hoi ti't ca moi ngwoi xem liéu
cé ai trong s6 ho bié€t c6 khdong. Nhwng khdng mot ngwoi nao quen c¢o ca.
R6i t6i va Jay chwra vé€t thwong cho ¢6.”

“V&t thwong?”

“C6 18 cd va dau vao thir gi d6 lic ngd. Co ma vét thwong khong niing 1dm
dau.”

Co gt dau, dwa tay ra khdi 16p chidn roi dung dau ngoén tay chadm rai an
vao miéng v€t thwong trén tran.

“R6i t6i ban v&i Jay xem ching t6i s€ phai lam gi. Cudi cling, ching t6i
quy€t dinh 1a t6i s€ phai ddnh xe dwa c6 v€ tdn nha. T6i 18y d6 trong tdi
xach c0 ra, trong d6 c6 vi, méc khda, va mot taA'm buu thi€p dwoe giri dé€n
dia chi nha cd. T6i thanh todn tién nwdc cho ¢6 roi dwa co6 vé day theo dia
chi dé trong bwu thi€p, chi viéc mo ctra thoi. Toi dd bd héa don thanh toan
hom qua vao trong vi ctia ¢6.”

Co6 hit mot hoi the sau.

“Sao anh lai qua d&€m & day?”

66Hé?97

“Sao anh khong di ngay sau khi dwa t61 vé day?”

“T6i c6 ngwei ban dot tir vi ngd doc ¢on. Sau khi ndc rd't nhiéu whiskey,
cau ta ndn mura roi di bd vé nha. Lic dé cdu &y van con khoe lam. Cau ta
danh rang, thay 4o ngu, roi 1én giwrong nam. Hinh nhr dén sang, co’ the’ da

lanh ngét. C4u ta chét. Tang 1€ ciling hoanh trang 14m.”

“Vay nén anh trong chwng t6i cd dé¢m?”



“Ping ra khoang 04.00 gio t6i da dinh vé. Nhung t6i ngd quén. Khi nay
vira tinh gid’c toi cling da dinh vé. Nhung nghi réi lai thoi.”

“Tai sao?”

“V1i t6i nghi minh can phai gidi thich cho c6 o chuyén da xdy ra.”

“Anh ky tinh qué nhi.”

Tbi chi nhin vai ddp lai ma’y 1o ngu ¥ mia mai ctia c6. R'6i lai ngim may
trov.

“T61 6 nod1 dréu gi khong?”

“MOot it.”

“Vé chuyén gi?”

“Linh tinh th6i. Ma tdi quén ca r'oi. Cling dau c6 gi quan trong.”

C6 nhim mét, tir trong c& hong phit ra ti€ng hon hén.

“Tam buu thi€p?”

“T6i bd lai vao tdi xach roi.”

“Anh da doc?”

“Cé¢ 1€ 1a khong.”

“Tai sao?”

“Toi ch§ng viéc gi can phai doc ca.”

T6i n6i vy, cdm gidc u€ odi. Thdy nhw c6 diéu gi d6 trong giong ndi co ta
khién t6i chan ngan. Nhung bén canh d6 ciling khié€n tdi hoai nho d6i chiit.
Hoai nho mot diéu da thude vEé qua khir.

Gia nhw chiing t6i gdp nhau trong mot tinh hudng thong thwong nao do, ¢
1€ khoang thoi gian ching toi trdi qua c6 the sé it nhiéu vui vé hon ldc nay.
T6i c6 cam gidc nhw vay. Tuy nhién, thyc t€ 13, tdi hoan toan chealng nho y
minh 1a gi khi bao ‘gdp g& ¢6 gai d6 trong mot tinh hudng thong thwong’.

“MAYy gior roi vay?” c6 ta hoi.



To6i ding ddy voi cam gidc it nhiéu nhe nhom. Sau khi nhin dong h'¢ dat
trén ban, t6i rét nwdc vao ly roi quay lai giwong ngu.

“09.00 gi%.”

Co u€ odi gat dau roi ng6i day, tra vao twong va chi mot hép udng can ly
nwoc.

“Pém qua to6i udng nhiéu 14m sao?”

“Kha khé. Né&u 12 t0i, hin da chét roi.”

“T6i cling cam thdy mudn chét cho r'o6i.”

Co 12y goi thudc dit dwdi gbi roi cham mot di€u, pha khéi thudc ra cing
ti€ng tho dai, roi dot ngdt ném chié€c bat Ira vé phia cang bién qua 6 ctra
de mo.

“La’y gidp to61 by d6.”

“Bd nao day?”

Ngim di¢u thudc trén moi, ¢d lai nhim mét mot T'4n nira.

“Sao cling dwgre. Lam on di, anh khong can hdi nhiéu lam gi.”

T6i m& td @6 ding bén canh giwvong ngt, sau mot thodng phan van, t6i
chon chi€c dam lrén mau xanh cut tay roi dwa n6 cho c6. Khong mdc do
16t vao tredc, ¢6 lu'don chi€c dam vao dau, tw kéo sec-mo-tuya sau lung, r'oi
tho dai Ian nira.

“To6i phai di day.”

“bi dau?”

“Thi di [am.”

Sau khi phun ra may tw do, cod lao dao ding day khoi giwvong. T6i Van ngoi
bén mép giwdng chim chid ngdm co rira mit roi chdi téc ma chang cOy
dinh gi cu the.

Cian phong dwgc bay tri gon gh€, nhung chi mot mic do nao dé khién
khong khi noi ddy todt 1én vé gi cam chiju, lam t6i ¢6 cam gidc it nhiéu



nang né€ hon.

Trong cédn phong rong ching mwoi mét vudng, sau khi chen ddy moi thir
d'6 dac ré tién, chi sét lai khoang trong vira dd mot ngwoi nam. Co ta ding
dé chai téc.

“Cong viéc gi vay?”
“Khong lién quan dén anh.”
U, qua that 12 vay.

T61i ti€p tuc im ldng hdt tan di€u thudc. Van quay lwng vé phia toi, nhin qua
grrong toi tha'y c6 dang nha'n ép nhitng quang thAm hién 1én duwdi mat.

“MAy gitr r6i?” c6 lai hoi.
“Qua muoi phut.”

“T6i tré gio’ roi. Tot hon anh ciing nhanh mic quéan 4o r'oi di vé di,” cd ndi,
ro1 18y eau de cologne aerosol xit vao nach.

“Anh ¢6 nha dd’y chx?”

“C6,” toi ddp, roi mic chi€c T-shirt qua dau. Van ngdi trén giwong ngu, toi
lai mo6t Tan ntra nhin qua 0 ctra.

“Mudn di dé€n dau?”
“Gan bén cang. Thi sao?”
“T6i ché di cho. Vay ¢d s& khong tré gior.”

Vin ¢Am chi&c lworc trén tay, ¢d nhin tdi sic 18m vé&i doi mat trong nhu sip
khéc dén noi. Gia nhw ¢6 c6 th€ khoc, cam gidc han s€ nhe nhdm hon
nhi€u, t61 thAm nghi. Tuy nhi€n c6 khong khoc.

“Nay, c6 mot diéu anh phai 6. Ping that 1a tdi udng qua nhiéu va da say.
Do d6, gia c6 viéc gi xay ra ngoai y mudn thi d6 la trach nhi€ém cuta t6i.”

Sau khi néi the’, c6 g6 gd cén lwgrec vao long ban tay nhw the€ mdt dong thai
thi uy. T6i chi im 1ang doii ¢6 no6i ti€p.



“Pting khong?”
“Chéc vay.”

“Nhung tht dan 6ng 1én giwvong voi phu nir dang hon mé 1a... thi dan 6ng
ha tién.”

“Nhwng toi chealng lam gi ca.”

C6 im lang mot thodng nhw th€ c6 nén cam xtic dang dang trao.
“Ne€u vay, sao toi lai tran tru'dng?”

“Chinh c0 ty ¢&i quan 4o ciia minh.”

“To1 khong tin.”

C6 ném chiéc lwge 1én giwong roi nhét vi, son méi, thudc nhirc dau, ciing
may mon d0 linh tinh khic vao trong tai x4ch tay.

“Anh ¢6 th€ chirng minh 1a minh that sy khéng lam gi ca khong?”
“Ty ki€m tra di.”

“Bang cdch nao?”

Co vé co ta da that sy mét moi.

“Thé day.”

“T6i khong tin.”

“Mudn hay khdng c6 cling phai tin,” toi dap tra. Sau do, t6i cam tha’y that
ghé tom.

C6 v& c6 da bd cudc nén ngrng ciu chuyén va xua toi ra khoi phong. Sau
do, co cling di ra roi khéa ctra phong lai.

Khong néi mot ciu nao, chiing téi buwdre trén con dwong trai nhya nam doc

mép sOng hwdng ra bai da't tro'ng noi toi do xe.

Trong ldc téi dung khan gidy lau bui trén kinh trwde, ¢6 bwdc cham rai
quanh xe day canh giac. Sau khi di quanh mot vong, cd thoang nhin cham
chim gwong miit con bo kha to dwge vé bang son tring trén nip ca-po. Con



bo c6 deo khoen mili, trong khi miéng ngdm mot canh h'ong trdng. Con bod
cwoi. Nu creoi ba't nha.

“Anh v€é n6 a?”

“Khong. Chu truede cua xe.”
“Sao lai vé con bo cht?”
“Chéng biét.” tdi néi.

Co 1ui hai budc vé phia sau r'oi lai ngdm nhin hinh con bo. R'6i nhw the mét
moi vi dd néi qua nhiéu, cd im lang budc 1én xe.

Nhiét d6 trong xe kha néng, cd khdng néi mot loi nao t&i tan ldc ching toi
d3 d&n bén cang. Cd chi lién tuc lau m6 hdi tudn chdy bang chiéc khin nhd
va khdng ngwng hit thud'c. Sau khi cham di€u thu6c va rit khoang ba hoi,
c6 ngdm digu thudc nhwr dang ki€m tra v&t son moi in trén dau loc, dui diéu
thud'c vao chi€c gat tan trén xe, r'oi lai chdm di€u maoi.

“Chuyén dém hom qua dfy... t6i da néi nhung gi vay?” Dot nhién cd 1én
ti€ng hoi khi khac nira s€ budc xudng xe.

“Linh tinh dd chuyén.”

“N6i t6i nghe di, mdt chuyén thoi.”

“Vé Kennedy.”

“Kennedy?”

“John F. Kennedy.”

C6 14c dau roi thd dai. “Toi khdng nhé.”

Trude khi budc xudng xe, khong néi gi, ¢6 liang 1€ nhét to mwoi ngan yen
vao sau kinh sau.

10.

b6 1a mot dém 6i 4. Cai nong da d€ 6p-la mot qua trirng.



Nhuw thwong 1€, sau khi day vai m& canh ctra nang né ctia quan Jay’s Bar,
toi hit sdu ludng khi lanh pha ra t mdy diéu hoa. Trong quén, 14p 1o’ mui
khéi thudc, whiskey, khoai tdy chién, mui 16ng ndch, va nwdc cdng hoa
tron thanh mot tywa mui banh baumkuchen|2].

T6i ng'6i xudng chi€c gh&” cudi mép quay nhw moi khi, vira twa lung vao
teong vira trdi tAm nhin khip quén. Trong qudn hién cé ba linh hai quin
Phép van dong phuc tredc d6 t6i chwa thd'y bao gior, hai phu nir di cung ho,
va mdt nhom thanh ni€n dd tudi hai mwoi. HEt, chi cé vay thoi. Trong khi
d6, ching tha’y béng déng Chudt dau.

Sau khi goi sandwich cornbeef va bia, t61 18y sach doc va quy€t dinh doi
Chuot dén.

Khoang mwoi phit sau, mot phu nir d§ tudi ba mwoi ¢6 dau vi nhw qua
nho va van mot bo dam 1ién sdc s bwdc vao quin ngdi xuéng canh toi.
Nhuw trede d6 tdi da lam, ¢6 ta hwdng nhin quanh quan roi goi gimlet|3].
Sau khi udng xong mdi mot ngum, c6 deng diy di goi dién thoai khd 14u
voi grong mat td vé hdi ha. Goi dién xong, cd kep tdi xach trong tay di vao
nha vé sinh. C6 ta ldp lai cung chudi hanh ddng d6 ba I'dn trong vong bon
muoi phut. MOt ngum gimlet, goi dién thoai that 1au, kep tai xach trong tay,
va di vao nha v¢ sinh.

Jay, ngwoi pha ch€’, bude t¢i d6i dién t6i voi v& mét chan ndn r'oi tham thi,
“Chﬁng so mon moéng hay sao ay?” Mac du la ngwoi Hoa, Jay ndi ti€ng
Nhit t6t hon tdi nhiéu.

L'an thr ba quay tréd ra t nha vé sinh, ngwoi phu niv lai hwdng tdm nhin
mot It quanh quan roi ngdi xudng canh toi va thi thim. “Xin 16, ciu cho
toi mwon vai xu 1é duworc khdong?”

To6i gat dau, gom mo xu 1€ ¢b trong tdi x€p 1én mat quay. P'ong muwoi yen,
tong cong c6 muoi ba xu.

“Cam on. Toi dwoe ctru r'oi. Clir mai doi tién & qudy, ga pha ché lai sung
sia vori toi.”

“Khong ¢6 chi. Nho' ¢d6 ma nguoi toi nhe hon dwgc mot it.”
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Co ta gt dau mim cwoi, roi voi gom mo xu 1é trén quay va di vé phia dién
thoai.

T6i bd y dinh doc sdch, nho' Jay mang chiéc tivi di dong dat 1én quay va
quy€t dinh xem tran dd'u bong chay dworc phat lai. Trin da'u cliing kha soi
dong. M¢&i vao niva dau inning thl tw dd ¢6 nam qua danh thanh cong, g6m
hai qud home run dwgre ghi tr ci ném cida hai pitcher khac nhau, @&n ndi
cau tha chdt vong ngoai khdng chiu dwoc ntra va cudi cung nga't xiu vi ha
huyét dp. Sudt khoang thoi gian thay pitcher ¢6 sduquang cdo dwge phat.
Quéng cdo bia, bdo hi€m nhan tho, vitamin, cdng ty hang khong, potato
chips, va bang v€ sinh.

V@i ly bia vAn ¢Am trén tay, mot trong ba linh hdi quin ngwoi Phdp, ngwoi
hinh nhwr khong ¢6 ban hen, buede dén sau lwng t6i r'di bang ti€ng Phap hoi
to1 dang xem cai gi.

“Base ball,” t6i tra 10 bang ti€ng anh.

“Base ball?”

Tbi gidi thich ngin gon luat choi béng chay. Ngwdi nay ném béng, ngudi
kia vut bong bang bat r'oi chay quanh gdn mdt vong de’ ghi mdt di€m. Anh
ta chdm chud xem tivi trong khodng nam phit, nhwng khi quang cdo xudt
hién anh ta quay sang héi t6i sao trong jukebox[4] khdong c6 bai nao cua
Johnny Hallyday[3].

“Vi 0ng ta khong ndi ti€ng,” tdi bao.

“Ne&u vay, ca si ngwoi Phdp nao noi ti€ng & day?”

“Adamol6].”

“Anh ta la nguoi Bi ma.”

“Michel Polnareft][7].”

“Ga do a, rac rudi!”

Sau khi néi vdy, anh ta quay vé ban ctia minh.

Budc vao inning thir ndm, ngwoi phu nir cudi cung cling quay trd lai.
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“Cam on. Cho phép t6i moi cu thwr gi d6.”
“Khong phai phién dau.”

“Toi thudc loai ngwdi chwa nhe 10ong khi cOn méc no ai d6. K€ ca 4n 1an
oan.”

T6i ¢ mim cwoi, nhung guwong gao chaamg thanh. T6i danh chi gat dau im
ldng. CO gior ngdn tay goi Jay roi noi, “Bia cho cédu ta va gimlet cho t61.”
Jay gat dau ba I'an r61 bi€n ma't sau géc quay.

“Ngudi t0i doi s& ching dén. Cau thi sao?”
“Hinh nhw cing khong.”

“Chéc cau dang dori mot phu nix?”

“Khong, dan ong.”

“T6i cling vay. C6 vé ching ta hop nhau nhi.”
T6i mién cudng gat dau.

“Theo céu, t6i khoang bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“Hai mwot tdim.”

“Cau cwr dua.”

“Hai mwo't sau.”

Nguoi phu nir bat cuoi.

“Vui that da'y. Chiz ciu xem t0i van ddc than hay da c6 gia dinh?”
“C6 tién thweong khong?”

“Pworc tho1.”

“Pa cudi.”

“Hum, ciu trd 1o chi ding phan ntra. T6i vira ly hon thang trede. Trwdce
gio’ ciu co ting tro chuyén voi phu nir vira mai ly hon chwa?”



“Chwa. Nhwng v&i bo dién thi da tung.”
“O dau?”

“Trong phong thywc hanh & treong dai hoc. Nam nguoi ching toi ciing day
con bo vao phong.”

Nguwoi phu nir thich chi cwoi nac né.
“Cau la sinh vién a?”

N

“l l 29
.

“Lic tredre t0i cling 1a sinh vién d6 nghen. Khodng nhirng nam sau muwoi
ay. Qua la quang thoi gian twoi dep.”

“Préu gi twoi dep?”

Co6 ta khong néi, chi cwoi khiic khich r6i u6ng mét ngum gimlet. D6t nhién
¢d nhin d6ng h'6 nhw chot nhé ra diéu gi.

“T6i phai goi dién Tadn nira,” cd ta ndi roi dieng ddy voi tii xach kep trong
tay.

Khi c6 ta da di ma't, cau hoi t6i d€' ngd khi nay Itng loe mot ldc trong khong
khi.

Sau khi u6ng hét nira chai bia, t6i goi Jay thanh toan.

“Tinh bo chay sao?” Jay hoi.

“Co 1.

“Céau khong thich 1ai may bay ba gia a?”

“Ching lién quan gi d&n tudi tdc ca. Quan trong 13, gidp t& gt 101 chao néu
Chudt c6 dén.”

Khi t6i roi khoi quan, ngwoi phy nie d6 chi méi goi dién thoai xong va s
lai di vao nha vé sinh T4n thi nam.

T6i mai huyt sdo trén sudt quang dwong vé. T6i huyt theo mot giai diéu
khong biét trng nghe dwoe & dau, ¢6” mai ciing chang nho ra tya. Mot ban



nhac da ra't xwa. T6i ding xe sat doc bai bi€n, va trong lic ngam mat bién
gitra dém t61 mit mo tdi ¢ gang nho lai tén bai hat do.

D6 1a bai Mickey Mouse Club. N&u khong nham, 1o bai hat thé nay:

“Come along and sing a song and join the jamboree! M-1-C-K-E-Y M-O-U-
S-E.”

Co 1€ khoang thoi gian d6 qua that 1a quang doi twoi dep.

[1] V& kich viét b&i Tennessee Williams, dwoc trao giai Pulitzer cho th€
loai kich vao nam 1955.

[2] Mdt loai banh clia Dirc, 1am thanh nhiéu 1&p, khi cit ra, phan 18i banh
trong nhu chi€c nhan mau vang..

[3] Mot loai cocktail pha bang gin hay vodka véi nuée tic.
[4] May choi nhac ty dong khi dwgc bd xu vao.

[5] Ca si va dién vién g&c Phap, tén that 1a Jean-Philippe Smet, dwgc xem
nhw Elvis Presley cta nwdc Phap.

[6] Adamo Salvatore, nhac si va ca si nhac ballad gdc Bi.

[7] Ca si nguwoi Phap ra't noi ti€ng vao gitra thap nién 1960 va dau thip nién
1980.

11.

ON
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Xin chao, xin chao cac ban! Khde ca chit? Minh thi khde qua ching khde!
Khoée dén dd chi mudn chia cho ta't cd moi ngwoi phan nira sirc khde nay!
Pay la Radio NEB, va nhw thwong 1&€ chwong trinh Pops Telephone
Request da dén gio’ phat song. Trong hai ti€ng d6ng hd tw gio d&n 21.00
gior sip t&i minh s& cho phat lién tuc nhitng ban nhac dang hot d€ ndo dong
h&t mirc budi t6i cudi tuan tuyét dep nay. Nhac tién chi€n, nhac vang, nhac
tré, nhac khi€n ban muén nhin nhdy, nhac gdy mé, nhac ban nghe 1a mudn
01, nhac gi cling dwoc! Nhanh 1€n, goi dién cho nhi€u vao! C4c ban da biét
s& dién thoai roi ding khong. Can than nghen, chd ¢6 nhdm s6’. Nguoi goi
nham chiu 16, ngwoi nghe thi buwc bodi, nah, d6 goi 12 nhdm s6” dién thoai!
Troi da't, néi lac dé roi. Sén tién, k&€ tir khi mé tdng dai Iic 18.00 gior, chuc
cai dién thoai trong phong thu khong ngwng d6 chudng sudt mot gior qua.
Nay, mudn nghe thir chuéng dién thoai dang reo khong? ... Sao hd? Ron
rang qua phai khong? U, phéi vay chtr lai! Coi ndo, goi dién tiép di, d&n rop
ngoén tay mdi thoi. N6i thém cai nira, tuén roi dién thoai goi dé€n nhiéu tdi
ndi dirt cAu chi dd’y. Rot lai, ching toi 1am khé moi ngwdi roi. Nhung cho
lo. Hbm qua ching tdi dd ndi cdp loai dic biét 1dm. S¢i cdp by bang cdi
chan voi. Chan voi thi by hon chan hwou cao ¢d nhiéu! Troi, lac dé ntra
roi. B&i vdy, cic ban khong can lo 1ing 1am gi, ¢t goi dién cudng vao! Du
moi ngwdi & phong thu c6 dién 1én hét, ciu chi van cha them dat dau. Oke?
Nah, hdm nay ciing néng khong chju ndi, nhwng chiing ta ctr hdy giam do
bang maYy ban rock cudng nhiét thoi. Cdc ban biét khong, ban nhac hay la
de€ dung cho ma’y viéc nhw th€. Gidng con gdi xinh vay. Oke, gio’ 1a bai hat
dau tién. Im ling thwdng thirc nghen. Bai nay hay cwc. Quén cdi néng di.
DPay 1a Brook Benton v&i Rainy Night in Georgia.

OFF

.................. Uuuuuuh......... ngdt ngat qua di .........

...... Nay, khong chinh diéu hoa lanh hon dwgec a? ...... Trong nay ci nhw
dia nguc ay ...... Nay dung vay chi, t& d6 md hoéi caroi ......



......... Nay, t& khat khé cO ro6i, ¢c6 ai dwa giip t& chai cola lanh

voi? ......... Khong phai lo, t& s& ching di tifu dau. Bong ddi t& khoe va
dic biétldm ............ r,bong ddi .........
...... Cam on nghen Mie, em dé thwong ghé ...... uhm, lanh that! ......

......... Cau dién a, sao dung ring mé ndp duwoc! ...... Niy, ban nhac phat
sip hé&t roi. Khong da thoi gian dau! LAYy dai cdi ndo dé di ...... Wuee! D6
khui dau!

......... Chét tiét! .........

ON

Tuyét khong. Am nhac ddy. Nghe Brook Benton hét Rainy Night in
Georgia cac ban da thay mat diu hon chit nao chwa? Nhan ti€n, cac ban
bi€t nhiét d6 hom nay cao nhat 1a bao nhi€u khong? Ba mwoi bay do do!
Ba muoi bay do. Du da mua he, néng thé cling qua dang that. Nhw nwdng
trong 10 &y. Tiét trori ba mwoi bay do thi 6m gdi s& dé chiu hon 1a tha thah
mot minh. Cai dm a'm 4p lam ching ta thd'y diu mat hon. Tin khéng? Oke,
minh 1dm nham t&i day 1a da r'oi. Sé choi ti€p mot dia nhac khac. Credence
Clearwater Revival v&i Full Stop the Rain, hdy thuwdng thirc, baby!

......... Uwaah,daqua.........
...... Khong phai lo. S€ chaamg na’c cuc dau. Cau ctr hay lo th&' nhi ......

...... Nay, tran bong chay k&t qua sao r6i? ...... Pwgc phat trén dai khac
dung khong? ......



......... Nay, trong phong thu chang c6 cdi radio nao ca 1a sao? Th& goi la
t01 4c day ......

...... Oke, t& hi€u. Thoi, dwge 101, bd di. Gio t& lai mudn udng bia day.
Bia wop that lanh ......

12.

Dién thoai d6 chudng lic 19.15.

Luc d6 to1 dang trong phong khach thw gian trén chi€c gh€ miy, udng bia
va lién tyc nhai cracker ph6 mai.

“Xin chao. Pay la radio NEB v&i chwong trinh Pops Telephone Request.
Ban c6 dang nghe radio khong?”

T6i nudt voi mot ngum bia d€ tdng may mi€ng cracker phd mai con trong
miéng trdi xuéng co.

“Radio?”

“U, radio. Chiéc mdy tuyét voi nhat, hirc, dwgrc nén vin minh tao ra. Chiéc
mdy thong minh hon nhi€u so v&i vacuum cleaner, nhd hon so véi td lanh,
va ré hon so v&i tivi. Ban dang lam gi vay?”

“T61 dang doc sach.”

“Chic, chac, chiac. Khong t6t dau. L€ ra ban phai nghe radio. Ban s€ chi
tha’y thém c6 doc n€u doc sach. Pung khong?”

N

“U )
.

“Sdch thi cAm doc bén tay ldc dang trung spagetti la da. Hi€u ch?”

~

“U ”
.



“Tuyét, htrc, bdy gio, chic ching ta cé the bit dau trdo chuyén dugc roi
day. Ma, ban c6 ting trdo chuyén v&i phat thanh vién nao khéng the dwng
na’c cuc chwa?”

“Chua.”

“Né&u vay, ddy la Tan dau da’y. C4c thinh gia dang ling nghe radio cling md&i
Tan dau nghe mot phat thanh vién na’c cuc. Nhan ti€n, ban c6 bi€t vi sao
minh goi cho ban khi dang phat song thé nay khong?”

“Khong.”

“That ra ¢6 mot cd gdi giri tang ban mot bai hat, hirc. Podn xem c¢6 biét d6
1a ai khong?”

“Khong.”

“C6 gai yéu cau mot ban nhac xwa, California Girls cia Beach Boys. Sao,
nh¢ ra diéu gi khéng?”

Suy nghi mot thodng, té1 dap. “T61 hoan toan chzamg nho gi ca.”

“Hwm, t€ that nay. N&u ban doan ddng, chiing toi s€ tang ban mot chiéc T-
shirt dic biét. C6 nhod lai di.”

T6i ¢& nhd lai TAn nira. L4n nay, dau chi thodng qua, tdi nhan thd'y c¢6 diéu
gi thoang hién noi mot géc ky tre cia minh.

“California Girls, Beach Boys, sao, c6 nho khong?”

“Néu khong nham, tdi cé6 muron mot dia than Beach Boys ctia ¢ ban cling
16'p khodng nam nam trwde.”

“Quan hé thé€ nao vay?”

“To1 tim giap kinh sat trong c6 &y danh roi trong chuyén tham quan. Thay
loi cdm on, ¢6 &y cho t6i mwon dia nhac d6.”

“Kinh sat trong a. Nhan tién, ban c6 tra lai dia nhac cho c6 ta khong?”

“Khong. T61 danh ma't dia than do6 roi1.”



“Wah, that 1la. T6t hon ban nén mua va g@i trd ¢c6 'y mdt dia nhac mai di.
C6 cau ngan ngr thé nay, cé the€ ban on cho phu ntr, hirc, nhitng chd nén
mac no ho. Hi€u chr?”

N

“U )
.

“T6t 1dm. Cho ¢ géi ndm nim trede dd ddnh roi kinh sit trong cia minh
trong chuyén tham quan, han ban dang nghe chwong trinh phai khong? O,
tén co Ay la gi vay?”

T6i n6i ngay cdi tén ma minh ciing chi vira nho ra.

“Nay, cd gai, ban c6 bdo s€é mua tra lai cho c6 dia nhac d6 da’y. Vui qua di
chir. Nhan tién, ban nhiéu tudi vay?”

“Hai mwoi mo't tuoi.”

“Woa, cai tuoi dep ddy. Sinh vién a?”
“r

“Hie.”

“Sao?”

“Ban hoc nganh gi?”

“Sinh hoc.”

“Ooh. Ban thich dong vat?”

“r

“Ban thich by phan nao?”

“... B0 phan ma chiing khong cwoi.”
“Ooh, dong vt that ra dau biét cuoi?”
“Ché va ngya cling cwoi ddy thoi, du chi doi lic.”
“Ooh, vay a? Luc nao nhi?”

“Luc dang vui.”



Chang biét sao toi bdng bit dau tha'y ngan ngdm, mot dicu sudt ma’y nim
gan day toi khong cam tha’y ntra.

b

“Néu vay, hitc, chic cling c¢6 ché dién hai day.’
“Chéc la anh.”
“Hahahahahahaha.”

13.

California girls

Well east coast girls are hip

I really dig those styles they wear

And the southern girls with the way they talk

They knock me out when I'm down there

The mid-west farmer’s daughters really make you feel alright
And the northern girls with the way they kiss

They keep their boyfriends warm at night

I wish they all could be California girls

14.

Ba ngay sau, vao mot budi chi€u td6i nhan dwgc chi€c T-shirt gii d€n qua
duong buru dién. Chiéc T-shirt nhw the nay:

15.

Sang hém sau, t6i mac chi€c T-shirt mai, 1op vai choc vao da ngira ngdy,
dao quanh bén cang chflng cé y dinh gi cu th€. R6i m& cra budc vao mot
tiém nhd bdn dia than tdi tinh c& bat gip. Khong mot ngwoi khich nao
trong ti€ém, chi ¢c6 mdt nir nhan vién trong tiém dang ngdi mdt minh bén
quay. C6 ta dang ki€m tra m& hoa don v&i vé méat chan chwong trong ldc
udng lon coca cola. Sau mot thodng ngam nhin ké& dia than, bat chot toi
nhén ra minh d3 ting gip c6 gdi nay. DS 12 c6 gdi khong cé ngén 1t dd nam
ngd't trong nha vé sinh tuédn trwedec. Nay, tdi chao. C6 thodng hoang h6t khi



trong thay mat to1, nhin chi€c T-shirt to1 dang mac, ro1 udng hét lon coca
cola cua minh.

“Sao anh bi€t dwore toi lam viéc & day?”

C0 n6i nhu thay vO vong.

“Tinh cor théi ma. Téi d&€n mua dia than.”

“Pia gi?”

“Album LP[1] Beach Boys c6 bai California Girls.”

Co gat d’ﬁu/c‘l’ﬁy nghi hodc roi dieng diy sai nhirng bwdc dai di vé phia ké
dia than, cdp mot chi€c dia va quay lai nhwe mot chu ch6é da dwgc huan
luyén thuan thuc.

“Pia nay phai khong.”

Toi gt dAu r'di dwa mat nhin quanh tiém véi ban tay van dit vao trong tii.
“Pia Piano Concerto No. 3 ciia Beethoven nwra.”

Im ldng mot thoang va Tan nay c6 quay lai mang theo hai chi€c dia than.
“Anh muon dia nao, Glenn Gould[2] hay Backhaus[3]?”

“Glenn Gould.”

Co6 ddt mot chi€c dia than Ién mat quay va mang chi€c dia con lai cat vao
chd cii.

“C4a dia than caa Miles Davis ¢6 bai Gal in Calico ntra.”

Lan nay cd mat khd nhiéu thoi gian, nhwng cudi cing cling quay lai voi
mot chi€c dia than.

“Gi nwra khong?”
“Khoéng, da roi. Cam on.”
Co6 x&p ba chi€c dia than Ién mdt quay.

“Anh s& nghe hé&t chd dia nay a?”
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“Khong. be'lam qua.”
“T6t bung qué nhi.”
“Ciling nhiéu nguoi bao vay.”

C6 nhin vai v&i v& mat gueong ép roi néi, “Nam ngan nam tram nam muwoi
yen.” T6i tra tién r'oi cam 18y ma’y dia than da dwoc gbi gon.

“Oy, nh¢ anh ma sdng gior da ban duge ba chiéc dia than.”
“Totday.”

C6 th¢ dai, ng'di xudng chi€c ghé” dit gitra quay, roi lai bat dau kieém tra
mo héa don.

“Co6 thwong trong tiém mot minh sao?”

“Con mot nhan vién khac ntra. Gio’ ¢6 &y dang ra ngoai an trwa.”
“Con c0 thi sao0?”

“Chung toi s€ ddi chd khi ¢d 4y quay vé.”

To6i 18y thudc 14 trong tdi, dung bat Ittra cham thudc, roi nhin cd lam viéc
mot Iic.

“Néu cd khong phan d61i, ching ta cuing an trwea dwgc chir?”
Khong doi mat khdi mé héa don, co 14c dau.

“T61 thich an mot minh.”

“T6i cling vay thoi.”

“Th€ sao?”

Nhw thé’ qua ngan ngam, c6 day dong héa don qua mdt bén roi dat album
mai cia Harpers Bizarre[4] 1én mdy hat dia va ha dau kim xudng.

“Néu vay, sau anh lai moi t6i?”

“Thi thodng t6i cling mudn doi thdi quen.”
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“Thay doi mdt minh di.”

Co lai voi 18y may tor héa don r'oi ti€p tuc cong viéc cia minh. “Pu roi,
dung phién toi nira.”

Toi1 gat dau.

“Hinh nhw lic tredre t6i ¢ ndi roéi, anh la thie dan 6ng ha tién.” Sau khi n6i
vay, ¢6 béu mdi va van gitr nguyén nét mat dé co lai 14t mé nhirng héa don
v&i bon ngdn tay ciia minh.

16.

Khi t6i budc vao quan Jay’s Bar, Chudt dang doc mot trwong thién ti€u
thuy€t clia Henry James, day nhw cu6n danh ba dién thoai trong lic cau
may va chdng khuya tay 1€n méat quay.

“Hay khong?”

Chudt ngang mit khdi quyén sdch roi lic dau. “Nhung gio thi t& di doc
nhiéu s4ch 1&m da’y. C4u c6 nhé doan thoai trong cdi phim chiing ta xem
Tan d6 khong? Loi thoai thé nay, ‘T6i yéu loi doi trd dep dé hon sy that
y€u dudi.””

“Cha nho noi.”

“Roger Vadim[53]. Pao dién ngwoi Phdp. Cling c¢é doan thoai thé ndy, ‘Thir
dwore goi tén tri thirc cao siéu la du cung lic ton tai hai ¥ niém ddi nghich
nhau, van c6 th& dwa ra chirc ning t61 wu cho cd hai ¥ niém d6.””

“Ainéi vay?”

“To quén roéi. Theo ciu vay c¢6 ding khong?”
“D01 tré thoi.”

“Tai sao?”

“Chaamg han th& nay. Chiing ta tinh gidc vao lic 03.00 sdm va thdy doéi
bung. M@ ti lanh xem thi chang con thtr gi trong d6 ca. Theo ciu, t6t nha't
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ta nén lam gi?”

Suy nghi mét thoang, Chudt pha ra cwoi ‘4m 1. Toi goi Jay yéu cau bia va
khoai tay chién, roi 18y dia than da dworc goi dwa cho Chuot.

“Gi day?”

“Qua sinh nhat cho cau.”

“Théang t&i m&i sinh nhit t& ma.”

“Théng t&i t& da chang con & ddy nira.”
Chuot thoang nghi trong lic van ¢Am géi qua.

“Pung vdy nhi. Cau di ro6i s€ vang lam diy,” Chudt vira néi vira m& goéi
qua, 18y ra chi€c dia than ro1 mai ngam nhin mot luc.

“Piano Concerto No.3 cua Beethoven do Glenn Gould va Reynold
Bernstein trinh td&u. Hem, chwa ting nghe day. Cu nghe chwa?”

“Chua.”

“Cam on nghen. T& néi ciu biét, t& vui 1m.”

[1] Long-playing record, dia hat quay dwgrc 33 vong/phut.
[2] Nghé st dwong ¢cam ngwei Canada.
[3] Wihelm Backhaus, nghé si dwong ¢cam nguoi Dirc.

[4] Ban nhac My theo trao lwu pop-rock, ndi ti€ng vao khoang thap nién
1960.

[S] Phéng vién, tac gia, dién vién, bién kich, va 1a dao dién di dwa tén tudi
Brigitte Bardot d&€n v&i cong chiing qua phim And God Created Woman.
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17.

Su6t ba ngay t6i mai tim s& dién thoai cua c6 gai, ngwoi da cho tdéi muon
album LP Beach Boys.

T6i quay vé treong trung hoc, t&i phong hanh chinh d€ xin tra gitip danh
sach tot nghiép. Cudi cung, to1 cling cd dwgre sd dién thoai. Nhung khi goi
dén, toi lai nghe doan thu 4m tir tdng dai bdo rang s& dién thoai nay da
khong con lién lac dwoee. Toi lién hé tdi tong dai danh ba dién thoai va néi
tén cd, sau khi tra tim khoang nam phiit, ngwoi trec tong dai cho biét cai
tén d6 khong ton tai trong danh ba. Cau ndéi ‘cai t€n d6’ nghe that hay. To61
cam on va cip may.

Hom sau, tdi goi hdi vai ngwoi ban ddng hoc ldc tred'c xem ¢6 biét ¢ ta
dang & dau khodng, nhwng khong mot ai trong s& ho biét ca, phan 1on lai
con chéng nhé c6 gdi d6 da ting £6n tai. Newdi cudi ciing i goi hdi thdm
chi con bao ring khong mudn néi chuyén véi tdi roi clip may. Vi ly do gi
to1 chaamg 10.

Ngay thir ba, t6i lai quay vé treong Tan nira va nho’ nhan vién phong hanh
chinh tim xem c6 gai d6 da vao dai hoc nao sau khi tdt nghiép. C6 vé cd ta
da hoc ti€p dai hoc nir thuc & Yamanote. Pai hoc d6 bao gom ca bac dao
tao thac sy. CO ta chon nganh Van Hoc Anh. T6i goi dén phong hanh chinh
dai hoc va bao minh 1a quan tri vién dau giad'm hi€u McCormick mudn li€n
hé d€ lam cudc khao sat nén can bi€t rd dja chi va s6 dién thoai caa co. T61
nhd nhin néi, “Tdi xin 16i, nhwng viéc nay rit quan trong.” Nhéan vién
phong hanh chinh néi can phai tra tim trwdre da va yéu cau t6i ndm phiit sau
hin g0i lai, sau d6 bdo ring h'di thang Ba co ta d3 ndp don thdi hoc. Nhan
vién phong hanh chinh cho biét 1y do thdi hoc 1a d€ chira bénh. Nhwng khi
toi héi, “Bénh gi vay? Pa khoe lai d€ c6 the an salad chwa? Sao khong xin
nghi phép ma lai ndp don thdi hoc?” ngwei nhan vién d6 khong the tra 1oi.

Khi t6i hoi, “Cd c6 biét dia chi cii clia ¢6 &y khong?” ngwoi nhan vién da
tim tha’y dia chi d6. C6 vé ¢6 ta & tro gan treong dai hoc. Khi goi dién dén
d6, ngwoi trd 1 dién thoai hinh nhw 12 ba chil nha tro. Ba ta bdo ring cd
gai d6 da thoéi tro vao mua thu tredrc va khong ro 1a da di dau. Sau khi néi



vdy, ba chi nha tro ciip mdy. Céi cich ba ta cip mdy nhw th€ bdo ring toi
khong mudn bi€t bat ky di€u gi vé co gai do.

Pa’y 1a di€m cudi moi day lién hé gitra toi va co.

T6i quay vé nha, vira udng bia mot minh vira nghe ban California Girls.

18.

Dién thoai do chudng.

Nam ga git trén chiéc gh& may, toi nhin quyén sich d€ mé bing d6i mét
mo mang. Con muwa chiéu budng niing hat, wot dim ciy 14 ngoai vuwon, sau
d6 tanh hin. R6i con gi6 nam 4m wdt mang theo vi bién bit dau thdi, nhe
chuyén lay I 14 canh trong dai chiu kiéng x&p th:%lng hang dwdi hién, pho
phap birc manh.

“Chao,” cd 1én ti€ng. Giong c6 ndi nhw the ngwoi ta dang dat mot chiéc ly
modng manh 1&én mit ban dao dong dé lung lay. “Con nhé toi chir?”

T6i thodng gid vor h'6i twedng.
“Viéc budn ban dia than thé nao ro6i?”

“Khong t5t 1dm. Hin 1a do dang suy thoai. Chflng ai nghe dia than nwa.”

N

“Um 29

C06 g0 gd mong tay vao tay cam di€n thoai.

“Tim s6 dién thoai ctia anh ciling phién phirc gom.”
“Sao vay?”

“T6i dé€n quan Jay’s Bar hoi. Ngwoi trong quan lai hoi ban anh. Cai nguoi
cao cao, quai quai ay. Anh ta dang doc Moliere[1].”

“Oh, vay sao.”

Im lang.
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“Moi ngwoi déu nho anh. Ho bao han anh dang 6m vi sudt tuin roi khong
dén quan.”

“T6i khong bi€t 1a minh noi ti€ng dén the'.”

“... Anh gian t6i sao?”

“Sao lai phai gian?

“V1i t0i da n6i nhirng 1¢i bA't nha v&i anh. Do d6 t6i mudn xin 16i.”

“Nay, c¢6 khong can phdi ban long vi t6i ddu. Nhung né€u van thd’y dy ndy
thi cir d&n cdng vién rai dau cho lii chim b6 cau &y.”

Co6 tho dai, tdi nghe ti€ng cd cham thudc phia bén kia tay cam dién thoai.
Ban nhac Nashville Skyline cia Bob Dylan nghe vang tt phia sau. C6 1€ ¢6
dang goi dién tw ctra tiém.

“Van dé khong phdi la anh cdm thady th€ nao. Ma t6i thd'y ddng ra minh
khong nén néi véi anh nhw vdy,” ¢d néi nhanh.

“Cd qué nghiém khic v&i ban than daYy.”

“U". Téi luon nghi 1a minh mudn vay.”

R0i1 c0 im ldng.

“Chung ta cé thé gap nhau t6i nay khong?”

“DPuoc thoi.”

“20.00 gior & Jay’s Bar. Bugc chir?”

“Cir vay di.”

“... Nay, toi da trai qua ra't nhi€u chuyén byc minh, bi€t chx”
“T6i hi€u ma.”

“Cém on.”

Co cup may.



19.

Né&u k€ ra thi ra't dai dong, c6t yé&u la it 1au nira tdi s€ bwdc qua tudi hai
muoi mot.

Qua that van con rdt tré, nhung khong tré nhw tredc d6 nira. N&u thdy
khong hanh phiic v&i diéu do, thi chang con cach nao khac ngoai viéc nhdy
xudng tir dinh Empire State Building vao mot sang Chua nhat.

T6i trng nghe ciu néi dua thé nay trong mot phim kha xwa 18y b6i canh vé
cudc dai khing hodng.

“Anh biét khong, mdi I4n ngang qua Empire State Building tdi ludn phai
che 6. Vi ¢6 qua nhiéu nguoi tw trén trovi rosi xudng.”

Bay gio t6i da hai mwoi mot tudi, it ra Iic nay toi chwa c¢6 y dinh s€ chét.
Cho dén gio toéi da nga v&i ba ngwoi phu niv. Ngwoi dau tién 1a ban dong
hoc thoi phd thong, lic d6 ching t0i m&i chi mwdi bdy tudi va van dinh
ninh ring ching t6i yéu nhau. Mot chiéu sau bui ciy rdm rap, co c&i bd doi
giay nau, d6i v& bong tréing, chi€c dam xanh diép luc, chi€c 4o nguc ro
rang 1a to qué co, va sau mot thoang chan chw ¢6 thdo ca d6ng h'6 ra. R6i
ching t6i 6m ap nhau trén tdm bdo Asahi sd ra Chua nhét.

R'6i dot ngdt chiing tdi chia tay chi vai thang sau khi t6t nghiép pho thong.
Tdi da quén mat vi Iy do gi,  chi 1a mot 1y do c6 th€ dé dang quén lang vay
thoi. K€t do, téi chwa Tan nao gap lai cd &y. D6i lic toi cling nghi vé ¢
trong nhitng dém trin troc. Chi vdy ma thdi.

Ngwoi phu niv thir hai 1a mot c¢o6 géai hippie t6i gip trong ga dién ngam
Shinjuku. C6 ta mwdi sdu tudi, hoan toan rong tdi va khong ¢6 ca chd ngu,
va t& hon nira 12 gan nhw khong c¢6 nguc. Tuy nhién cd c6 d6i mét dep tda
cdi nhin thong minh sic sdo. Pém d6 1a thoi diém cudc bidu tinh dang nd ra
rAm r0 & Shinjuku d&n ndi tau dién, xe buyt, va ti't cd moi phwong tién giao
thong déu ngung hoat dong hoan toan.

“Cuwr lang thang & ddy thi em s€ bi canh sat tom daYy,” t6i néi. C6 ng'6i xom
gan quay vé da dong cira, dang doc tor bao the thao nhat dwgc tw thiing rac.

“Nhung n&u canh sét bit, ho thwong s& cho dn.”



“Nhung em cting sé bi danh dap.”

“Cuing da quen qua roi.”

Tdi cham thudc va dwa c6 mot didu. Mét toi dinh phai khéi cay, dau budt
nhw bi kim cham.

“Em an gi chwa?”

“Chua, tw sang gio.”

“Ch6c ntra t6i s€ mua d0 an cho. Quan trong la gio’ ching ta phai roi khoi
day trudc da.”

“Sao anh lai muén mua d06 an cho t61?”

“Cha bi€t nwra.” Khong bi€t vi sao, chinh t6i cling chang 1o 1y do. T6i kéo
cd ra khoi quéy vé roi di doc con dwong vang ling hwong vé Mejiro.

Co gdi cAm ling d6 & lai chung cw cua tdi sudt khoang mot tuan. Mdi ngay
cO tinh gid’c khi da qua trwa, an, hidt thuéc, mo’ mang doc sach, xem tivi, va
thi thodng lam tinh v&i t6i du khong chit gi hirng thd. Hanh 1y cta ¢6 doc
mdi chiéc tdi vdi bd mau tring, bén trong c6 chiéc 4o khodc
windbreaker[2] day, hai chi€c T-shirt, quan jean xanh, ba chi€c quan 16t cdu
ban, cing mot hop bang vé sinh.

“Qué em & dau?”

MGt ngay no toi hodi ¢6 nhw the'.

“Mot not anh khong biet dén.”

Sau khi tra loi vy, c6 khong néi gi thém ntra.

R'6i mot ngay, khi toi tw si€u thj tr¢ vé mang theo mot tui thirc an, c6 da di
mat. Chi€c tdi vai trang cling chang con d6. Ngoai ra, vai mén do6 cling
bi€n ma't. Mot it ti€n xu tdi quang trén ban, mot cdy thudc 14, va chi€c T-
shirt tdi vira m&i gidt sach. Trén mat ban c¢6 manh gidy ghi chd vai ch
“Phién qua di”. Han 1a ndi toi.

Nguoi phu nir thi ba 1a sinh vién khoa Van Hoc Phép t6i quen trong thw
vién dai hoc. Ky nghi he nidm ti€p theo co treo ¢b tw van chét trong cdnh
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rirng nhd nim canh san béng quan. Khong mdt ai phét hién ra xdc c6 mai
dén khi hoc ky méi bat dau, va sudt hai tuan day cdi Xac cr dong dwa
trong gié. Bay gicr, mdt khi trdi bit dau choang vang, chang ali dam dén
gan khu rieng do ca.

20.

C06 dang ng61 bon chon bén quay quan Jay’s Bar, dung dng hut khudy day
ly ginger ale da tan gan hét da.

“To1 da nght anh s€ khong dén.” C6 ndi, thodng nhe nhom khi t6i d€n ng61
xudng bén canh.

“T6i chwra bao gior tha't hen. Tdi d&n tré vi vira ndy c6 chiit viéc.”
“Viéc gi?”
“Gidy. Trede d6 t6i phai lau gidy.”

“Giay choi bong 16 cua anh kia sao?” C6 chi doi giay the thao cda t6i nghi
ngo do hai.

“Lam gi c6. Giay cua cha t6i. Viéc nay da thanh I¢ trong nha. Con céi ¢6
nghia vy phai lau giay cho cha minh. L¢ la vay.”

“Sao phadi the?”

“Cha bi€t nwra. Co6 thé doi giay twong treng mot diéu gi d6. Quan trong la
mdi dém cha t6i s&€ Vé nha lic 20.00 gior, nhw da 4n djnh va 1én khudn san.
R01 t01 s€ lau giay cho ong, sau d6 di udng bia.”

“Théi quen tdt day chir.”

“C nghi vay 22"

“U’. Anh phai biét on cha minh.”

“Toi ludn biét on vi cha tdi chi ¢6 mdi hai chan ma thoi.”

C6 cwoi khuc khich.



“Han gia dinh anh tuyét 18m nhi.”

“[\J’. Mot gia dinh tot va khong c6 tién, that sy khi€n t61 mudn roi 1€.”
C6 ti€p tuc dung dau 6ng hit khud’y déu ly ginger ale cia minh.
“Ma nha td1 con ngheo hon nhiéu.”

“Sao c6 biet?”

“Nho mui. Twong tw nhr ngudi gidu cé the phan biét k& gidu sang bang
canh ng&ri mui, ngeoi ngheo cling ¢6 the’ danh hoi d€ bi€t ngwoi ngheo.”

Toi rét bia Jay vira dwa vao ly.
“Cha me c6 & dau?”

“T61 khong mudn néi veé ho.”
“Tai1 sao?”

“Ngwdi ot thi ching béu réu chuyén xdu trong nha cho ngudi ngoai biét.
bung khong?”

“Co la nguoi t6t?”

C6 suy nghi ma't muwoi lam gidy.

“T6i mudn lam nguwoi td't. Nghiém tic ddy. Ai chd mudén vay ding khong?”
T6i quyét dinh khong trd 1o cau hoi.

“Nhwng chflng c6 gi sai trai néu cd k€ra,” tdi noi.

“Tai sao?”

“Thir nha't, tredre sau gi ¢b cling s€ phai k€ chuyén nay véi mot ai d6. Thi
hai, t6i s€ khong k& ai khac bi€t chuyén nay.”

Co bat cwoi roi chAm thudc.  Sudt ba IAn pha khéi thudc, co van ling im
ngam nhin khdi gd dinh trén mit quay.

“Cha t6i mat nam nam tred'e vi khdi u ndo. Ong da chju nhiéu dau don.
Sudt hai nam dai kho s&. Trong khi d6, gia dinh t6i da ti€u t6n hét tién



chwra chay cho 6ng. Sach tron! Khong so6t lai dong nao. Té hon ntra, moi
ngwoi trong nha déu tha'y mét moi roi cudi cung ly tdn hét ca. Chuyén nhw
vay ra't thwong xay ra. Pung khong?”

To1 gat dau. “Con me c6 thi sao?”

“Ba van con sdng, nhuwng chang 16 dang & dau nira. Chi biét mdi ndm ba
ludn gwri thiép chic Tét.”

“Cé6 vé c6 khong thich me minh 14m nhi.”

“Thi 1a vay.”

“Anh chi em?”

“T6i c6 mdt dira em gdi song sinh. Chi vay thoi.”

“Em cd gio’ dang & dau?”

“Xa 1im, dau chirng ba mwoi nim 4nh sdng.”

Sau khi néi vay, c6 bat cwoi ngan ngai va kéo ly ginger ale sang mot bén.

“Béu ré&u chuyén gia dinh thit cheamg hay ho gi. Cam gidc kho chju lam sao
ay.”

“Pwng nghi linh tinh. Ai cling phai ¢6 nhitng kho khin cta riéng minh.”
“Anh ctng vay sao?”

“[\J’. Toi ludn bat khéc mdi I'an cam lo kem cao rau.”

Co6 bat cuwoi gion tan. Ti€ng cwoi nhw the da hang nam dai ki€m nén.

“Sao lai udng ginger ale?” To6i hoi. “Chang phai c6 dang kiéng rwou do
sao?”

“Um, mudn thi mudn vay, nhung thoi bod di cho roi.”
“Mudn udng gi day?”
“Vang trdng c6 da.”

Toi goi Jay va yéu cau bia mdi cling rworu vang tring.



“Nay, c¢6 em gai song sinh thi cam gidc th& nao?”

“Sao nhi. Cam giéc la 1im day. Grong mit chiing tdi gidng hét, IQ twong
d6ng, c& 4o ngye cling gidng, hw, diéu d6 khién t6i phat chan.”

“Han nhi€u ngwoi goi nhidm lam?”

“U, mii d&n ndm tdm tudi. Vi nim do6 ngén tay tdi chi con lai chin ngén,
khong ai goi nham nwra.”

Sau khi n6i vy, cd x&€p gon hai tay va dat 1én mit quay, nhw thé€ nguoi
nghé s dwong cam dang tap trung tdm twdng trong buodi hoa nhac. T6i nang
ban tay trdi clia ¢d 1én r6i ngdm né that gan dudi 4nh dén mo tda. Ban tay
cd bé nhd lanh I€o twa ly cocktail. Trén d6 c6 bon ngoén tay thw thai x&€p
thfmg hang, rat ty nhién nhw sinh ra da vay. Sy ty nhién d6 gan nhw mot
diéu ky di€u, vang, it nhat né cé strc thuyé€t phuc hon nhi€éu néu so voi
vi€c c6 sdu ngdn tay x&€p hang trén day.

“Nim tdm tudi, ngén tay téi bi may vacuum cleaner cat dirt. Bay vut mat,
ngon tay cda toi ay.”

“Hién gio’ dang & dau?”
“Cai gi?”
“Ngén 1t ctia ¢6.”

“T6i quén mat roéi,” cd nodi, bat ceoi nac né. “Anh la ngwoi dau tién hoi
nhw vay.”

“C¢ luc nao co6 phién 1ong vi minh thi€u ma't ngén ut khong?”
“C6. Khi mang gang tay.”

“Ngoaira?”

C6 lac dau.

“S€ doi long né€u bao tdi hoan toan chealng luc nao nghi ngoi. Nhung dai loai
cling nhur nhirng ngwoi phu nir khac phién 1ong néu ¢ ho qua to hay 16ng
chan qua ram ma thoi.”



Toi1 gat dau.

“Anh lam nghé g17”

“To1 dang hoc. o Tokyo.”

“0, vay lic nay anh dang vé qué nghi ha?”
“Lavay.”

“Anh hoc nganh gi?7”

“Sinh hoc. T6i thich dong vat.”

“Toi cling vay.”

T6i udng hét chd bia con sét lai trong ly roi nhén 14y vai miéng khoai ty
chién.

“Nay... cO c6 biét con bdo den ndi ti€ng & Bhagalpur, An P, da #n hét
350 ngwoi trong ba nam khong.”

“That sao?”

“Pai td ngwoi Anh Jim Corvett duoc triéu tip dén d€ tiéu diét con vat, da
gi€t hét 125 con bdo den va hd trong khodng thoi gian tdim nam, bao gom
ca con bdo den tdi da nhic d&n. Du 1a vdy, ¢d van cit thich dong vit sao?”

Co dui tit di¢u thudc, nhAp mdt ngum vang, roi thodng ngdm gwong mit
to1 nhw thdy kham phuc.

“Anh qua that c6 hoi qudi la nhi.”

[1] Tén khai sinh la Jean-Baptiste Poquelin. Nha bién kich va dién vién
nguwoi Phdp duwgre xem nhw bac thay hai kich trong van hoc phwong Tay.

[2] Ao khodc dworc thiét k& d€ chiu gié va mwa khong qud 1on.
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21.

Ntra thang trdi qua sau ngay ban gai thir ba clia td6i mat, to6i doc tac pham
Witch cia Michelet[1]. Quyén sach rat tuyét. Trong d6 ¢6 mot cau vi€t nhw
sau.

“Remi, vi tham phan vi dai cia vung Lorainne, da thiéu s6ng 800 phu thiy,
va cam th&y minh chi€n thing trong sy cai tri khing bd” nay. Ong néi,
‘Nho cong 1y cla ta ngay chinh 13 vdy, mwdi sdu ngudi bi bit vai ngay
tredc da treo cO ty t¢ khong doi d€n ngay xét xir.” (Koichiro Shinoda
dich)”

Cau viét ‘Nho cong ly cda ta ngay chinh la vay’, that sy hay tuyét.

22,

bién thoai do chudng.

Lic do6, tdi dang xoa kem dwong carmaine d€ lam diu gwong mét chdy
ning dd au vi da boi lién tuc trong h'6 boi. Sau khi d€ dién thoai d& chudng
khoang muwoi hdi, tdi budc phai ng'6i day khoi ghé” va nha’c dién thoai sau
khi thd mi€ng tam bong da dwoc x€p thang hang thanh dang médt ban co'.
“Xin chao. T61 day.”

“0’” t6i n6i.

“Anh dang lam gi vay?”

“Chfmg lam gi ca.”

T61 dung khan chdm 1€n gwrong mét dang xo6t budt.

“HOm qua vui that. Lau r'oi tdéi khong vui dén vay.”

“Tot quaron.”


https://tamdiepthao.wordpress.com/2011/07/07/l%e1%ba%afng-nghe-gio-hat-8/

“Ahh, anh thich thit bd ham khong?”
GGC(/) .’7

“T6i vira m&i lam xong, nhwng mdt minh thi chac an su6t tudn moi hét.
Anh c6 mu6n an khong?”

“Cung dwoc thoi.”

“Oke. D&n day ngay trong vong mot tié€ng. N&u dén tré, toi sé qu.’fmg ta't ca
vao thung rac ddy. Hi€u ch?”

“Nay...”
“T6i khong thich cho doi. C6 vay thoi.”
Sau khi nd1 vay, c6 cup mdy ngay ma chg’lng doi toi dap loi.

To6i lai nim xudng ghé& banh. Trong lic nghe fop forty qua radio tdi mo
mang ngidm tréi may sudt gan mwdi phit, tim voi sen, cao rau bang nuwdc
néng, roi mic 4o so-mi va quiAn Bermuda vira dwoc giri dén tir chd gidt 1a.
Budi chiéu yén binh. T6i 14i xe doc theo bor bién ngidm nhin 4nh ta dwong.
Truwde khi ré vao dai 10 t6i mua hai chai vang lanh cing mét cdy thudc 1.

Trong ldc ¢d don ban va x&p bd d6 dn mau tring bach, t6i mé niit ban chai
reou bang dau dao got trai cdy. Lan hoi méng tda ra tv mén bo ham khié€n
khong khi trong phong tré nén ngdt ngat.

“T6i khong nghi trovi s€ nong thé nay. C nhw luyén nguc vay.”
“Luyén nguc néng hon nhiéu.”
“Ct nhu anh tirng dén luyén nguc ay?”

“T6i nghe ngudi ta k&€ vdy. N&u ai d6 bi néng dén sép phat dién, nguoi ta
s& chuyén ho vao chd mat. Sau khi da khoe hon mot chiit, ho lai dwoc dwa
veé chd cii.”

“Nhu trong phong tdm hoi nhi.”

“Ping vay. Nhung trong sd d6 ciing c¢6 nguwoi that sy phat dién va mai mai
khong tré vE cho cii.”



“Nhirng ngwoi nhw vy s€ ra sao?”

“Pugc dwa 1én thién dwong. O d6 ho s& dwoc yéu ciu di son twdng. N6i
cdch khéc, teong thién dwong phai ludn ludn tring sach. Khong dwore phép
c6 ba't ky v&t ban nao. N&u khong s€ lam xau hinh anh thién dwong. Vi thé,
hAu hét ho déu méic bénh ho hap vi phai son twong lién tuc mdi ngay tir
sang dén tan dém.”

Sau d6, c6 khong hoéi gi thém ntra. Sau khi can than vét vun ban sét lai
trong chai, toi d0 rworu vao hai ly thdy tinh.

“Vang lanh &m tinh.”

Co noi vay khi ching t61 cham ly.

“Nghia la gi?”

“Mot quang cdo trén truyén hinh. Vang lanh &m tinh. Anh chwa tirng xem
quang cao d6 sao?”

“Chuwa.”

“Anh khong bao gio’ xem truyén hinh nhi?”

“Hiém khi. Lic trede t6i cling thwong xem truyén hinh. Toi thich nhat 1a
phim Lassie. Di nhién la nhirng tap dau tién.”

“Anh qua that ra't thich dong vay day.”

N

“l l 29
.

“To6i thi c6 th€ xem truyén hinh mdi ngdy né€u dang ranh rdi. Pd moi
chwong trinh. Hom qua t6i ¢6 xem budi tranh ludn gitra chuyé€n vién sinh
hoc v&i chuyén vién héa hoc. Anh ¢6 xem khong?”

“Khong.”

Sau khi udng mot ngum vang, c6 lic dau nhw th€ chot nhd ra mot diéu gi
do.

Y 29

“Nay, Pasteur qua la c6 tryc gidc khoa hoc da'y.

“Tryc giac khoa hoc?”



“... Nghia 12 vay. Nha khoa hoc thong thudng sé suy nghi kigu ndy. A bang
B, B bing C, viy nén A bing C, QED. Piing khong?”

Toi gat dau.
“Nhung Pasteur thi khong vdy. Thit 6ng nghi trong dau 13 A biang C ma
th6i. Khong céan chirng minh gi ca. Nhung thit tinh co gid thuyét cia 6ng

da dwoc lich st chirng minh, va sudt doi minh nhitng phat minh quan trong
Ong da tao ra nhiéu khong d€m xu€.”

“Vidc-xin ddu mua.”
Co6 dat ly vang ctia minh 1én ban r'6i chdm cham nhin t6i sttng so'.

“Nay, chang phdi Jenner m&i 12 ngudi tim ra vic-xin ddu mia sao? Ciing la
la anh c6 thé€ dau dai hoc daYy.”

“... VAc-xin bénh dai va phwong phdp tiét trung Pasteur, néu khong nham.”
“Chinh xac.”

Sau khi mfm moi cudi dic thing, cd udng hét chd vang trong ly roi lai rét
reou thém vao.

“Trong chwong trinh tranh luan d6, kha nang nhw th&” dwgc goi la tryc giac
khoa hoc. Anh c6 khong?”

“Hau nhw 1a khong.”

“Theo anh, t6t hay khong né€u minh c6 kha nang d6?”

“C6 I€ s€ hiru dung cho mdt viéc nao do. Chzatng han, c6 th€ dung dworc lic
1én givong v&i dan ba.”

Co bat cuoi roi di vao bép va trd ra mang theo chdo thit bo hdm, mot t6
salad, va banh mi khoanh. Con gié mat lanh twng chdt mét thoi ludn vao
qua 0 ctra rong ma&.

Ching t6i thong tha vira dung btra vira nghe nhac phat ra tv mdy hat dia
than. Trong ldc an, ¢6 hoi téi vEé cudc song & dai hoc va & Tokyo. Chaalng
phai chuyén hap dan gi. Toi k& vé viéc thi nghiém v&i meéo. “Di nhién toi
khong gi€t ching,” tdi néi doi, “chi 1a nhirng thi nghiém d€ quan sat khia



canh tam 1y ma tho6i.” Tuy vay, thuc t€, trong hai thing t6i da gi€t ba mwoi
sdu con meo, ca 1on 1an nhd. To6i ciing k€ vE nhitng cudc bicu tinh va bai
cong. R6i tdi cho cd xem chi€c rang ctra bi canh sat chng bao dong dap
gay.

“Anh c6 y dinh bdo thu khong?”

“Ching th€ dau,” toi tra 15:i.

“Tai sao? Phai t0i, t6i s€ tim tén canh sat d6 roi dung bida dap gy vai ba
chi€c rang cta han.”

“Toi 12 toi, dAu sao moi chuyén cling da roi. Hon nira ti't ca canh sit chong
bao dong déu cé dang nguwoi tira tira nhau, nén to6i chang thé nao tim ra han
ta.”

“Ne€u vay, chaalng cé ¥ nghia gi ca ding khong?”
“Y nghia?”

“Préu khién rdng anh bi gay day.”

“Puing 1a khéng c6 that,” toi bao.

Co thé dai nhw the chdn chwong, roi dwa vao miéng mdt mudng thit bd
ham.

Dung btra xong ching tdi udng café, cing nhau rira chén trong can b&p chat
hep, roi quay lai ban, cham thudc va nghe dia nhac MJQ[2].

C6 mic 40 so-mi, mong d&n do trong 6 bd ngwe, va quan thun ngin hoi
hé phén eo; té hon nira, chan ching tdi doi Tdn cham vao nhau dwdi ban,
1au d4n mat t6i d6 birng moi lic diéu do xdy ra.

“Ngon cht?”
“Rat ngon.”
Cb cén nhe moi dudi.

“Sao anh chang néi gi ca n€u chwa dwoe hoi vay?”
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“Cha bi€t ntra. C6 1€ 1a théi quen. To6i luén quén ma't phai néi nhirng di€u
co’ ban nha't.”

“T6i c6 the’ khuyén anh khong?”
“Ctr ty nhién.”
“Anh s€ bij ton thwong n€u khong thay doi théi quen dé.”

“Ciing c6 the’la vay. Nhung t6i chang khac gi chi€c xe cii nat. N&u chi stra
mdt phian, nhirng phédn con lai trong s€ ch6i mat lam.”

Co cudi nic né, roi thay dia than dang hit bang dia Marvin Gaye[3]. D'ong
h'6 da di€m 20.00 gan ké.

“HOm nay anh khong phai lau giay sao?”
“Lat khuya vé toi s lau, s&n tién danh ring ludn.”

C6 cho'ng khuya tay gay go ctia minh 1én mit ban va thw théi tya cam 1én
hai tay, roi thé hién nét mit nhu thé dang trom nhin vao siu trong mat toi.
Viéc d6 khién t6i thd’y ling ting. P6i Ian t6i vo' chdm thudc hay nhin ra
ngoai ctra s& d€ tranh dnh nhin cia cd, va mdi T4An toi lam vay O ngay lap
ttrc nhin tdi nhu thay chuyén gi nhon 18m.

“Nay, toi tin roi.”

“Tin gi?”

“Rang d&m hom &Yy anh khong 1am gi tdi ca.”
“Sao co lai nght vay?”

“Mudn bi€t tai sao khong?”

“Khong,” toi tra loi.

“T6i da doan anh chic chan s€ ndi vay,” vira néi ¢d vira cwei khic khich.
Co rét reoru vang vao ly cho t6i, roi nhin ra bong d€m bén ngoai 6 ctra nhw
dang nghi ngo11 diéu gi.

“Po6i ldc toi nghi s€ tuyét 1am sao n€u cé the’ song ma khdng lam phién
nguwoi khac. Theo anh, gid chwng t6i c6 the€ khong?” ¢6 hdi.
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“Sao nhi.”

“Nay, liéu t61 c6 khong lam phién anh khong?”

“Khong dau.”

“Tai thoi di€m nay?”

“U', thoi diém nay.”

CO6 cham rai duwa tay 1én mat ban roi dat Ién trén tay toi, sau do vai gidy co
rut tay lai.

“Mai em s€ di.”

“bi dau?”

“Em chwa bi€t nira. Nhung em dinh s€ di d€n noi nao dé that yén tinh va
mat mé. Trong khodng mét tuan.”

To1 gat dau.
“Khi nao quay vé, em s€ goi dién cho anh.”

T

Trén dwong vé, trong xe hoi, bdng nhién t6i nhd d&n ¢d gai d4u tién minh
hen ho. D6 da 1a chuyén bay ndm vé truoc.

Sudt budi hen, cdm gidc nhw t6i mai hodi thé nay tw dau chi cudi, “Nay, may
khong thay chan hay sao?”

Chiing t6i dang xem phim cé Elvis Presley thu vai chinh. Nhac nén thé nay.

We had a quarrel, a lover’s spat
I write I’'m sorry
But my letter keeps coming back
So then I dropped it in the mailbox
And send it special D
Bright and early next morning
It came right back to me
She wrote upon it:



Return to sender, address unknown.
No such person, no such zone.

Thoi gian tréi nhanh 12 the',

23.

Nguwoi phu nir thir ba t6i quan hé da goi dwong vat cta t6i 1a ‘raison
d’étre[4] cua anh.’

T

Ngay truedc ¢6 Tan toi thir viet truyén dai 18y chia dé raison d’étre cia nhan
loai. Viét ching t&i dau, nhung sudt thoi gian d6 tdi mai nghi vé raison
d’étre clia con ngudi, va vi vy ngdm dan mot théi quen ky la. Tdi khong
th€ khong bién ddi mot diéu gi d6 thanh ra con s&'. Noi 4m anh d6 deo dudi
toi mai sudt dau chung tdm thang. Khi 1én xe ltra, diéu dau tién t6i lam la
d&m s6 hanh khach, d&€m s6 bac thang, va né€u cé thoi gian t6i s€ d&€m ca
nhip tim ctia minh. Dya theo ghi chép trong thoi gian Ay, te ngay 15 thang
Tam nam 1969 dén ngay 3 thang Tw nam sau, t6i da d&€n 1op hoc ca thay
358 Tan, lam tinh 54 T4n, va hit hét 6.921 di€u thudc.

Thoi diém d6 tdi tin rang minh c6 18 s& truyén dat dwoc diéu gi d6 dén
ngwoi khac thong qua théi quen s6 héa moi di€u. Va chwng nao con ¢6
diéu mudn truyén dat d&€n ngwoi khac, chirng d6 minh con thit sy ton tai,
toi da nghi vay. Tuy nhién nhw t6i da doan dwgc tredc d6, khdng mot ai to
ra hirng thd véi tong s6” thudc 14 t6i da hit, s6” bac thang tdi da d&€m, ciing
nhw kich co dwong vat cta tdi. Rt cudc, td6i ddnh ma't raison d’étre cua
minh, va c6 doc dén tan cung.

T

Khi nguoi ta bao toi bi€t céi chét cta c6, s6 thudc t6i hat da 1a 6.922 diéu.

[1] Jules Michelet, mot st gia ngwoi Phap.
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[2] Viét tit cla tr Modern Jazz Quartet, thanh 14p nim 1952 béi Milt
Jackson (dan tang rung), John Lewis (dwong cdm va d6ng thoi la ca si
chinh), Percy Heath (bass) va Kenny Clarke (bd trong) sau dwoce thay bdi
Connie Kay vao nam 1955.

[3] Tén that la Marvin Pentz Gay Jr. sinh ngay 2 thiang 4 nam 1939, 6ng la
ca si, nha soan nhac, viét ca khic, san xui't &m nhac, dong thoi 1a mot nhac
sT da nang twng hai Tan doat gidi Grammy.

[4] Ly do hay muc dich cua sy ton tai.

24,

Pém d6 Nezumi khong dung d€n mot giot bia nao. Hoan toan khdng phai
mot da'u hi€u t6t. Thay vao do, ciu ta da lan lwot udng can nam ly Jim
Beam[1] c6 da.

Trong géc khud't ctia quan bar, ching tdi choi pinball d€ giét thoi gian.
Pinball chi 12 ¢ mdy c& 18 xi d€ tiéu phi thoi gian thira thdi bing may
d'dng bac cic xem nhu phi tdn. Th& nhung Chudt ludn nghiém tic véi bat
k& moi diéu. Vi the, trong tdng s& sdu T4n choi dém d6, hai Tan tdi thing
cudc hén c6 th& néi 1a mot diéu gan nhw ky di€u.

“Nay, cau sao vay ha?”

“Chang sao ca,” Chuét tra loi.

Chung t6i quay lai quay bar, u6ng bia va Jim Beam.

R61 hdu nhu chzamg néi mot 1o, chiing tdi Ling 18 14ng nghe nhitng dia nhac
nd1 ti€p nhau xoay vong trong jukebox. Everyday People, Woodstock, Spirit
in the Sky, Hey There Lonely Girl...
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“Té mudn nho cu viéc nay,” Chudt ndi.
“Viéc gi?”

“T'é mudn ciu gip mat mot ngwoi.”

“... Phy nx?”

Thoang chit ngan ngai r'oi Chudt gat dau.
“Sao lai nho to?”

“Bd con ai khic ngoai cdu nwra sao?” Chudt néi nhanh diéu dé, réi nhap
ngum dau tién tw ly wishkey thir sdu ctia minh. “Cau c6 vét-tong va ca-vat
chu?”

“Thi c6, nhung ma...”
“Ngay mai ldc 14.00,” Chudt néi. “Theo cau, phu ni an gi d€ s6ng?”
“De€ giay.”

“CAu lai dua,” Chudt noi.

23.

Th Chudt thich 1a banh kép vwra chin t¢i. Cau ta s€ chong vai 1¢p banh
ké&p vao trong chiéc dia triing, ding dao cit thanh bdn phan, roi d& mot
chai coca cola 1én trén. Lan d4u td6i d&€n choi nha, Chudt dang ng6i trwedc
chié€c ban dit ngoai vieon, dwdi anh mit troi tda diu thang Nam, va lia mén
an kinh t&m d6 vao trong da day.

“Sw doc ddo ciia mén dn nay la,” Chudt bdo, “hgp nhidt gira dn va uéng
cung mot lac.”

Trong khu veeon rong 1on day cdy c¢6i um tum rdm rap, tip trung du loai
chim da dang mau sic 14n ddng hinh dang him hé md bép rang trang roi
vai trén bai co.

26.



To6i sé k& vé co gai thir ba da nga v&i toi.

K€ vé ngroi dd ma't 1a mot viéc kho khan, thi k&€ vé mot thi€u nie chét tré
lai con kh6 hon nhiéu. B&i ngwoi thi€u nir d6 sé tré mai ciing cai chét.

Trai ngwoe nhitng ké con sdng nhw ching ta, mdi ndm, mdi thdng, moi
ngay, tuoi lai ch'dng thém tudi. Tham chi c¢6 lic t6i cam thd’y nhw minh gia
mai thém sau moi gior troi. Pang so 1a diéu d6 qua that nhw vay.

T

Co6 &y hoan toan khong xinh dep. Cum twr ‘khong xinh dep’ nghe ¢6 vé hoi
ba't cong. Tdi nghi phai ndi ‘co6 &y khong c6 nét dep twong thich voi ban
than minh’ thi ding hon.

T6i chi ¢6 mdi mot birc dnh cia cd. Phia sau anh ¢6 dong ghi chd, dé thang
T4m 1963. D6 1a nim tdng thong Kennedy bi bdn vao dau. Ngudi thigu nix
ngdi trén bo d& chin séng & mot bii bién c6 18 1a noi nghi dwong mua he,
dang mim cwdi v&i v@ mit hoi gwong gao. CO cit téc ngin kil Jean
Seberg[_] goi t0i nho d&n Auschwitz[3], va mac chi€c dam dai tay mau dd
may bang vai gingham[4]. Trong cd c¢6 vé ngwong ngiu va xinh dep Net
dep hin c6 thé xuyén thiing phan nhay cdm nha't cda trdi tim ngudi ngim
nhin c0.

Po6i m6i mim chat, cdi miii nhd nghiéng nghiéng cao tira mot thir xidc tu
nhay cam, téc dudi ngwra khong déu, nhw the' ¢6 ty cat 18y, ri 1én vang tran
rong xudng tan hai g6 ma hoi nhod ra va 1am td'm tan nhang.

Nidm dé c6 muwdi bdn tudi, khoanh khéc dep nha't trong cudc sdng chi kéo
dai hai mwoi mot nim. Thé rdi, chi 1a khodng khic Ay dot ngdt bieh mat,
dé la diéu t6i tham nghi. T6i khong hieu 1y do nao va muc dich gi khién
mot diéu nhw vy c6 th€ xay ra. Du la ai cling khong the hieu.

T

Co6 cat giong nghiém tic (khong dua!), “Em vao dai hoc la d€ don nhan
mac khai t thién dwong.” C6 néi vy vao lic 04.00 som khi chiing toi
dang nam khda th€ trén giwong. Toi hoi, “Mic khai tw thién dwong nhw the’
nao?”
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“Sao em bié€t dwoc,” ¢b tra 1o vy, roi ndi ti€p, “nhwng la thir mac khai dai
loai nhw diéu gi d6 roi ling 1o’ twe troi cao twa 16ng vi twe canh thién thén.”

Toi thir twdng twong khodnh khéic chiéc 16ng vii tir cdnh thién than lwron
bay roi xudng gitra san trrong, nhwng né€u nhin ti xa trong lai gidng manh
khdn gid’y hon.

T

Khong ai bi€t dwore 1y do ¢o tw sat. To6i nghi, cé vé chinh ban than ¢6 cling
khong bi€t ro ly do do.

27.
To1 gap 4c mOng.

T6i 1a mo6t con chim 1'n mau den dang bay vé phwong tdy phia trén canh
rieng rdm rap. T6i bi thwong kha sdu va mau dong da héa den kit bét trén
canh. Phia tiy, gi6 miy 4m u kinh s¢ bit d4u tda rong khip néo bau trov,
trong khi quanh quat da thoang hoi mua.

Pa lau r6i t6i khong nam mdng. Va vi da da l1au, nén phdi ma't mot lic toi
m&i nhan ra d6 chi la gid'c mo.

Toi bat ddy khoi giwong, va sau khi tim voi sen d€ tdy sach mo hoi wdt
dim co th€, toi 4n sdng v&i banh mi nwdng va nude ép tdo. B&i thudc 14 va
bia, t6i c6 cam gidc nhw bi nhét vai bong vao cd hong. Sau khi dat chén dia
vao bon rira, toi chon 4o thun mau xanh 6-liu, 40 so-mi da dwoc la phaalng,
cling v&i ca-vét bang vai len mau den. R'6i 6m do'ng 40 quan d6 ngdi trudre
may lanh trong phong khéach.

Phat thanh vién dai truy€n hinh day vé ty tin dg bdo hom nay s€ la ngay oi
btrc nha't miia ha ndm nay. Sau khi tit tivi, t6i di vao phong anh trai nim
canh phong khach, chon 18y vai quyén tor dong sach v& chat chong, roi
vira ngd ga git trén chiéc treong ky trong phong khach vira xem lwot
nhrng quyen sach do.

Hai ndm trwdc, khdng vi 1y do gi, anh trai tdi da bd di My d€ lai mot can
phong chd't ddy sach cling mot nguwoi tinh. Thi thodng t6i va ban gdi anh toi



van di #n cting nhau. Co &Yy bdo, t6i va anh t6i gid'ng nhau nhu dic.
“Gidng chd nao?” toi kinh ngac d&€n do hdi cod nhwr vay.
“Tat cd,” co tra loi.

C6 1€ 1a vay that. Toi nghi d6 1a do doi giay anh em t6i da thay nhau mai
miét lau chui sudt mwoi ma’y nam troi.

Pong h6 di€ém 12.00, t6i mét 14 ngwoi viea nghi dén tiét troi oi birc bén
ngoai vira that ca-vat roi mac vét-tong vao.

Van con nhiéu thoi gian, trong khi toi chfmg cO viéc gi can lam. Toi lai xe
loanh quanh thanh ph&”. Phd” nhé mudn sau, kéo dai to hwdng bién vEé phia
ndi. Dong sdng va san quan, san gon, nhirng cdn nha to rong x&p dai ngan
nip, tedng va twong, nhitng nha hang nhd nhén tinh twom, ctra tiém thoi
trang, tda nha thw vién cii ky, dong cé wom day anh trdng, cong vién thanh
ph6” duwoe xay thém chuong khi, quang canh phd thi luén chfmg doi thay la
vay.

Sau mdt Iic loanh quanh trén con dwong udn lwon dac trwng ving
Yamanote, t6i theo hwdng dong sdng ra bien. Pén gan cira song tdi xudng
xe va ngdm chan vao dong nwdce. Trén sdn quéan, hai ngwoi phu nir da chay
ning dang ddp béng qua lai trong lic vAn ddi mii va mang kinh rim. Di qua
dinh ngay, anh mit tro'i nhw cang thém thi€u do't, md hoi ho cr tée 1€n san
quan mdi Man vung vort.

Toi ngdm ho sudt khodng nim phiit rdi quay vao trong xe, nga gh&’ vé phia
sau roi nham mit, tho' thah 14ng nghe tié€ng béng quén tron 14n vao séng
bién. Ngon gié nam thodng nhe mang theo mui nhya dwong khét let cling
hwong bién lam t6i h'6i nhd nhirtng mua he trong ky rc. Hoi @m da thit dan
ba, nhac rock n roll xwa cii, 40 so-mi vira m&i gidt, mui thudc 14 ngtri n'dng
trong phong thay @0, nhitng linh cdm mo' h'd, tat ca la gidc mong he oi birc
ngot ngao va bat tdn. R6i mdt muia he ndm nao d6 (khi nao nhi?), giac
mong Ay ching bao gi¢r trd lai.

Khi t6i ding xe tred'c quan Jay’s Bar ding lic 14.00, Chudt dang ngdi trén
rao chin doc doan dwong doc quyén The Last Temptation of Christ do
Kazantzakis[5] vi€t.
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“Co ta dau?” toi hai.

Chudt ga’p sach lai khong néi mét 1o, roi mang kinh ram sau khi leo vao
trong xe.

“T¢ hiy hen r'6i.”
(‘Hﬁy?”
“U. Hay hen.”

T6i thd phao ndi 10ng ca-vat, roi chdm thudc sau khi ném do vét 1€n bing
gh¢ sau.

“Nay, gio’ ching ta di d6 ch?”
“Thao cam vién.”

“Cung dworc,” to1 noi.

28.

T6i s€ k€ vé thanh ph6” ctia minh. Thanh phd” noi t6i sinh ra, 1on 1én, va Ian
dau tién bi€t mui phu ntr.

Trwdc mét 1a bi€n, sau lwng 1a ndi, va gan da’y 1a phd cang khong 16. Mot
thanh phd” bé nhd that sw. Khi tir cang bién 1ai xe vé nha trén dai 19, toi tap
th6i quen khong dot thudc. B&i ngay khi vira dwa tay bat Itra, tdi chic da
vuro't qua thanh phé’ ciia minh.

ToOng s&" thi dan ¢c6 hon bdy mwoi ngan ngueoi mét chit. Con sd nay hin s&
khong thay doi ddu thoi gian da trdi qua nim ndm sau d6. Hau hét thi dan
song trong nhirng ngdi nha hai fang c6 veon twgc va xe hoi. Khong it
ngwoi ¢ hai chi€c xe hoi.

Con s§ trén chang phai wéc doan khong can ctr, tréi lai dwoe dya trén bdo
céo ctia phong thong ké hoi dong thanh phd” dwoe cong bd cudi mdi ndm
tai khéa. Nhirng ng6i nha hai tang mot phian sd” liu tich cuyec.



Chuot song trong mot ngdi nha ba fang, va trén mai ¢6 cd nha kinh. Mot
khoanh d¢o dwoe dao xay nha xe, noi chi€c Mercedes Benz cua cha ciu ta
va chiéc Triumph TR III ctia Chudt nim Ké nhau gan giii. La ling 13 trong
nha Chudt, chi mdi nha dd xe that sy c6 khong khi gia dinh. Trong nha xe
rong lom d6, rong dén do co the @d vira modt mdy bay c& nhd, rai rac ¢6 dac
nhuw tivi, ti lanh ¢t d3 16i thoi, treong ky, ban, dan mdy hét, quay gidi kht,
va linh tinh nhirng thr teong tw. Ching toi thwong & d6 udng bia de tiéu
phi khoang thoi gian ¢6 vé thanh thoi.

To1 hau nhw cheamg bi€t gi vé cha cia Chudt. Gép mat thdi cling chwa twng.
Né&u t6i hoi, “Ong &y 1a ngwoi thé nao?” Chudt s€ thuan tdy trd loi, “Lon
hon t&, va 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng.”

Nghe bao, cha cua Chudt lic trede 1a mot nguoi ra't ngheo. D6 1a khoang
thoi gian trede chién tranh. Ngay triede khi chién tranh nd ra, 6ng da nd
lre ¢6 dwoec mdt xwdng thudc héa hoc va bit dau kinh doanh thudc mo
chong codn trung. Cong dung thr thuéc dé rat kha nghi, nhung tinh co
thudc ctia 6ng bit dau ban chay khi chién tranh bat dau lan rong vé phia
nam.

Thé& r'6i chién tranh k&t thic, Ong trir lai td't ca s& thudc mo' va bét d4u kinh
doanh thyc pham chirc nang ma cong dung ciling ra't kha nghi. Vao thoi
di€m chién tranh Tri€u Tién k&t thic, ba't thinh linh 6ng bi€n mat hang thuc
pham chirc nang thanh thudc tay dung trong sinh hoat gia dinh. C6 ngwoi
bao ring thudc tdy nay dwoc lam tir cing mdt ngu'dn nguyén lidu véi thuce
pham chirc ndng tredre d6. Biéu nay that ciing c6 kha nang.

Hai mwoi nam triede, trong rieng rAm x* New Guinea, xac nhirng nguoi
linh Nhat bdi thudc m& chdng con tring x&€p thanh ndi. Biy gio, trong
phong vé sinh mdi nha ngdén ngang bot kem ding co rita bon ciu cling
nhan hiéu v&i loai thuéc mo do.

Chuyén chi vay, cudi cung cha ciia Chudt tré’ nén giau co.

Di nhién trong dam ban ctia t6i cling ¢4 dira 1a con nha ngh¢o. Cha céu ta la
tai x& xe buyt do chinh quy€n thanh ph6” di€u hanh. Cling nhi€u tai x& giau
cO, nhwng cha céu ban t6i la mot tai x€ ngheo. Cha me cdu ta hdu nhw ludn
vang mat nén t6i d&€n choi nha thwong xuyén. Cha ciu ta luén & trén xe



buyt hodc & treong dua ngwa, trong khi me ciu ta mdt ngay lam viéc hét
ntra thoi gian.

Ciu ta v&i toi 1a ban cung 1op h'6i trung hoc ph6 thong. Chuyén chiing t6i
k&t ban v&i nhau ciling ¢6 su tich cia nd.

Mot hdm khi t6i dang di ti€u vao gio nghi tra, cu ta d€n bén canh toi va
m¢& khéa quan. Ching t6i cung nhau di ti€u trong im ldng, roi cing nhau
rira tay.

“Nay, t& ¢6 hang khiing day,” ciu ta bao trong lic chui tay vao dling quén.
“Vy sao?”
“Mudn xem khong?”

Cau ta 18y mot tAm anh tw trong vi ra va dwa cho t6i. D6 1a anh mot phu ni
dang giang rong hadng va mot chai bia dwgc nhét vao gitra khe hiang do6.

“ba khong?”

“U', tuyét.”

“Con nhiéu thir tuyét hon nitra néu cdu dé€n nha t&,” ciu ta lai n6i.
Vay da’y, cudi cung ching toi tré thanh ban.

Thanh phd” noi t6i sinh ra dung chira di moi loai ngwei. Sudt mwoi tdm
nam dai t6i da hoc hdi dwgre ra't nhi€u twr noi 8y. Thanh phd noi toi sinh ra
da bam ré vao siu trong tim tdi, va gan nhrr moi ky niém chéc chin roi sé
hwong vE noi &y. Tuy vay, mua thu khi rosi ph6” vao hoc dai hoc, t6i ¢6 cam
giac nhe nhom tan sau thdm trong tim.

Vao ky nghi hé va nghi thu, t6i that c6 quay vé thanh phd qué minh, nhwng
ph#n nhiéu thoi gian lai d€ trdi qua bang nhitng chai bia dd udng.

[1] Mot loai Bourbon wishkey.

[2] Nt dién vién ngwoi My da déng khodng ba muwoi bdn phim dién anh
Hollywood va Phdp. C6 da tw sit vao ngay 8 thang Chin nam 1979.
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[3] Tén mot thanh phd” & Phan Lan noi bi bi€n thanh trai tip trung cua phat
xit Ptec. Vao thoi ky bi phat xit Piec chi€m déng, mai téc nhitng ngwoi phu
nir bj dwra vao trai déu phai bj cit rat ngén.

[4] Loai vai bong dwoc nhuom pham mau.

[3] Nikos Kazantzakis (18 thang Ba 1883 — 26 thang 10 1967), tri€t gia va
tac gia nguoi Hy Lap.

29.

Sudt khoang mdt tuan tam trang Chudt ra't t€. C6 1€ vi mua thu da vé gan,
hay c6 1€ b&i ngwoi phu nir &y. Chudt khong mé mié€ng néi mot 1oi ve viée
do.

Khi Chudt da khua't dang, tdi goi Jay thir hdi xem sao.

“Nay, theo anh, Chudt dang bi cdi quai gi vay?”

“Sao biét dworc. Toi ciing chang ro. Chéc vi mia ha da sép trdi qua.”

N€&u mua thu gan k€, nhw thong 1€ tam trang Chudt lai xdu dan di. Ciu ta
s€ ng'6i bén quay mo mang doc sach, va gia toi ¢ goi thi cdu ta chi lor dang
trd 1o 18y 1&. Néu hoang hon dan budng va gié bong cudn thdi mét lanh, 1a
khi hrrong mila thu bat dau nghe thoing hoic, Chuot s& ndc bia d&n can va
bit dAu udng bourbon vé&i d4 vién, roi lién tu nhét xu 18 vio may jukebox

dat canh quay, dap dap may pinball d€n dd né ru 1€n bdo hi€u gian lin
khién Jay phat hoang.

“C6 1€ cqu ta tha'y minh bi bo roi. T6i c6 the hi€u cam gidc d6,” Jay ndi.

“Sao vay?”
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“Moi nguoi déu di ca chang biét vé dau, ding khong. Quay vEé treong hoc
hay vé noi lam viéc. Cau cling vay, khong phai sao?”

“[\J’, dung vay.”

“Thi nghi dé€n cam gidc ciu ta xem.”

To6i gat dau. “Ngwoi phu nir d6 thi sao?”

“T6i chéc ciu ta roi s&€ quén cd 'y nhanh thoi.”
“Li€u co gi toi t& da xay ra khong?”

“Cha biét.”

Jay n6i ma miéng ¢ nhw dang 1am bam, r'6i lai ban ron lam viéc ctia minh.
T6i khong héi gi thém ntra. Cho xu 1é vao mdy jukebox, tdi chon vai ban
nhac, ro1 quay lai quay ngo61 udng bia.

Chwrng muwoi phiit sau, Jay dén triedrc mat toi.

“Nay, Chudt khdng néi gi voi ciu hét sao?”

“Khong he.”

“La nhi.”

“Sao vay?”

Bung nhe chi€c ly trén tay, Jay nhw suy nghi mi€n man.
“Chéc chin ciu ta muén néi v&i ciu diéu g1 do.”

“Sao cau ta khong n61?”

“C¢ 1€ kho noi. Ngai bi xem la ngu ngéc.”

“Em dau c6 nghi cau ta ngdc.”

“Nhin thi thdy vay thoi. Tw dau t6i da cam tha’y cau ta ngdc that. Mac du la
mot dira hién lanh. Trong khi cdu thi, troii, néi sao nhi, quan trong l1a & cau
c¢60 mot phan nao d6 da dat dé€n sy gidc ngo... Toi khong c¢6 ¥ béu xau gi
cau dau day.”



“Em bi€t ma.”

“Chi 1a, t6i 1on hon cdu nhirng hai mwoi tu6i, va dd nam gai n€m mit da
diéu. B&i vay, troi, ndi sao nhi...”

“Quan tam ké ca.”
“bung roi1.”
T6i bat cweoi r'di uéng bia.
“Em s€ n6i chuyén v&i Chudt.”
(13 N P \ AL 99

Uh, dugc thé thi tot.

Jay dui tit thudc va quay lai 1am viéc. Tdi ng'di ddy khodi ghé& roi vao nha
vé sinh. Trong ltc rira tay, toi ngdm gwong mit minh trong gwong. R'6i cam
tha’y chan chuong, t6i udng thém mot chai bia ntra.

30.

C6 mot giai doan khi moi ngwoi déu nghi d€n cach song khép kin lanh
lung.

Cudi cap ba, t6i quy€t dinh sé chi néi phan nira nhirng gi minh nghi trong
long. T61 quén ma't vi ly do gi, nhung t61 da thyc hién y dinh d6 sudt may
nam troi. R'6i mdt ngay, téi nhin ra minh da trd thanh loai ngwoi chi c6 the
ndi ra mOt nira nhtrng gi minh nghi.

T6i khong rd diéu do c6 lién hé gi véi phong cach lanh lung. Tuy nhién gia
bang dd dong trong chi€c ta lanh gia nua cin phai tdn cd nam troi d€ lam
tan chdy la mdt diéu gi dwore xem nhw ‘lanh lung’ thi t6i ciling da ton tai
giong nhu the'.

B&i vdy, vira danh thirc cdi siéu ngad ludn mudn ngd vui ngay lap tic trong
dong chdy cham chap ctia thoi gian bing bia va thudc 14, tdi vira viet mai
nhitng ciu chit ny. T6i m&y I'4n tim minh dudi nwdc voi sen Am 4p, cao
rau hai [an trong ngay, va nghe nhirng dia than xwa cii ngay vai ba lan. Luc
nay phia sau toi, Peter, Paul and Mary[1], nhitng ca si mdt thoii dang hat
vang.
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“Pau can nghi suy mai lam gi. T4t ca da k&t thic ding khong.”

31.

Hom sau, t6i ra Chudt d€n h'6 boi trong khach san Yamanote. Vi mua heé da
sap troi qua va thidu phwong tién di chuyén, nén h'6 boi chi c6 khodng chuc
nguwrdi. Qud nira 12 khach My dang nghi lai khdch san va ho chi lo tdm ning
thay vi boi 16i. Khach san dworce triing tu twe biét thy ¢6 cia mot quy tdc, ¢6
san veon thoang dang dwoe phu xanh cd, va néu ta di doc hang rao hoa
h'ong phan tdch h'd boi v&i gian nha chinh, leo 1én ngon d6i nhod, thi s
trong tha’y rd mat bi€n, b&n cang va ca thanh phd'.

T6i va Chudt boii dua véi nhau trong h'd boii dai hai mwei 1am mét. Sau vai
vong nguoc xudi, ching tdi ng 61 canh nhau trén gh€” thw gian va uéng coca
cola w&p lanh. Trong ldc t6i ¢6” diéu hoa nhip thd va hidt mdt di€u thudc,
Chuot bang quo’ ngim mot c6 bé nguwdi My dang vui vé boi mai mdt minh.

Vai chiéc phan Iwc bay ngang bau trdi rang o d€ lai mot vét tring nhw
dong dic.

“H6i nhd, cam gidc ¢6 nhi€u mdy bay trén trosi hon nhi.”
Chu6t n6i vay sau khi ngira mét nhin troi.

“Nhwng hau nhe moi may bay thoi d6 déu cia quan ddi My ca. May chiéc
¢6 cdnh quat & hai bén canh &y. C4u van nhé chie?”

“P387”

“Khong phai. Loai mdy bay chuyén ché. To hon P38 nhiéu. N6 tung bay
thdp dén dd c6 th€ thd'y rd quan hiéu quan doi My... T¢ con nhé ca loai
mdy bay DC6, DC7, va cling da tirng tha'y chi€c Saver Jet ntra da’y.”

“Cha, xwra 1§m day.”

“U. Thoti Eisenhower. Khi tau vién dwong cip cadng, ca thanh phd sé tran
day quan canh va linh hai quan, ciu tirng thd’y quin canh ch?”

“Pa tng.”



“TAt cd moi thit déu mat dau hét cd. U, nhung khong c6é nghia la té& thich
quéan doi dau day...”

To1 gat dau.
“Saver la chi€c may bay rat dinh. Gid ma né khong dwo'c dung d€ ném bom
napalm. Cau tirng thdy may hé bom napalm chwa?”

“Trong phim chién tranh.”

“Nhan loai qua nghi ra 14m diéu that. Hon nita, san phdm tir suy nghi ctia
ho cling that sy vi dai. Muwoi ndm nira thdi, bom napalm han cling chi con la
ky &c.”

Tbdi cwedi nic né va cham di€u thudc thi hai. “Cau thich may bay a?”

“H06i trede t&¢ mo woe dwoe lam phi cong. Nhwng mat t& kém dan dén do
phai t bé wé'c mor d6.”

“Vay sao?”

“T¢ thich bau troi. Béu trdi ching bao gid khién ngwdi ta tha'y chdn nhin
ngam bat k& ldc ndo, nhuwng khi khong mudn nhin thdy, r thi khong cin
nhin nwra.”

Chudt im lang sudt nam phut, r'oi dot ngdt mé miéng.

“Thi thodng c6 diéu gi d6 t& khong thé chiu dung ndi, dit ¢d” gdng dén may.
T& khong chju dwoce sy that ring ban thin minh 14 ngwdi giau. Doi lic t&
chi mu6n bd di. Cau hi€u khong?”

“Sao vay?” tdi n6i giong strng so’. “Nhwng né€u cdu mudn bd trén, w thi ckr
di. Néu qua that cau cé y dinh trdn chay.”

“... C6 18 d6 1a cach tot nha't. Pi d&n mot thanh phd xa la, va bit dau lai
moi thr tr dau tai noi d6. Y twdng khong t6i phai khong.”

“Cau khong dinh quay lai treong sao?”

“T¢ thoi hoc r'oi. Khong mudn quay trd lai.”



Qua cdp kinh den ctia minh, Chudt doi mét nhin theo c6 bé vain dang boi 161
mai miét.
“Sao lai th61 hoc?”

“Khong biét nira. Chic 1a thi'y chan. Co' ma t& da ra't nd lyc theo céch cia
riéng minh. B&n d6 chinh t& con phai bat ngo. Td da nghi cho ngwoi khéac
nhiéu nhw nghi cho chinh minh, b&i vdy m&i bi canh sat danh day théi.
Nhung dén thoi di€m cia nd, moi nguoi cudi cung roi s€ quay vé chdn cii
cta ho. Chi moi t& khong c6 noi ndo d€ quay vé. Gidng nhw trd choi cwdp
ghé& ay.”

“R’61 sau nay, cau s€ lam gi?”

Chuot thoang nghi trong luc dung khan lau chéan.

“T¢ s€ thir viét ti€u thuyét. Cau nghi sao?”

“U, viét di.”

Chuot gat dau.

“Ma tiéu thuy€t nhw thé’ nao?”

“Ti€u thuyét hay. Di nhién la hay d6i voi to. Td chwa tieng nghi minh ¢6 tai
can gi. Nhwng it ra t& nghi s€ thit vo nghia néu tri ndo chiing ta khong
thodng m& hon v&i mdi cAu chit viét ra. Phai khong?”

“Cling dung.”

“Viét cho mdi riéng minh thdi... hay sé viét cho 1 d&".”

(‘Dé’(?”

N

“U )
.

Chuot mat mdt lic xoay 14t con lic dang dong xu c6 hinh gwong mit
Kennedy deo trén tAm ngyc tran cua minh.

“Vai nam truede, to tirng di cung mot c¢d gdi d&€n Nara. Budi chiéu mua ha
néng do Ira, ching t& di doc do'c nii trong khodng ba ti€ng dong h'6. Subt
doan dwong, ching t& chi gdp nhirng loai chim rwng vut bay d¢€ lai ti€ng



kéu lanh lanh, hay Iii d& roi trong con dé canh dap lién h'6i. Chi thé thoi.
B&i ngay hom d6 that sy ra't oi birc. Sau chuyén di, chiing t& ng'6i mét lic
bén trién ndi moc d4y nhirng sic hoa miia ha ryc r& va lau md hoi trong liic
thweong ngoan lan gié mat trong lanh. Xa phia dwdi trai dai mot doan hao
rong, va bén kia tri€n nui 1a nhirtng ngdi mo ¢ vron cao tira nhirng hon dao
voi cdy ¢d phd diy rdm rap. Nhirng ngdi md d6 1a ling tdm vua chda ngay
tredc. Cau ting thd'y chiing chwa?

Toi gat dau.

“Luc d6 t& nghi, sao phai xay nhirng lang tdm xa hoa dén vay? ... L& di
nhién mdi ngdi md déu mang mdt y nghia. La ngwdi thi ai roi cling dén
mdt lic nao dé phai chét. Viy day. Nam md goi ching ta nghi dén di€u
d6. Nhurng nhirng ngodi mo kia lai qua 1ong 13y. Doi ldc, s xa hoa bién ddi
ban cha't mdt diéu thanh di€u khac. Thyc t&, lang tam dé trong hoan toan
khong giong nhirng ngdi md. Gidong nhurng trdi nui thi ding hon. Mat hao
day nhirng &ch va thiy tdo, con quanh go twong gidng ddy mang nhén. T
1dng im ngdm nhin nhirng n&'m m6 d6 va 18ng nghe ti€ng gi6 lwdt trén mit
nude. Cam xic ldc d6 that ra't khé dién ta bing 10i. Uhm, khong hén 1a thi
c6 th€ goi tén cam xdc. D6 1a thir cam gidc dwoe bao boc gon g&. N6i cach
khéc, 1t d&, mudi, nhén, gid, tA't ca hoa thanh mot va léng lo’ trén bau troi.”

Sau khi n6i vdy, Chudt udng can ngum coca cola cudi cung da khong con
chit bot.

“MOi Tan @3t bit viét, t& ludn h'di nhd lai budi chiéu muia ha hom Ay cling
nhirng nAm m6 cdy c¢d rim rap phu ddy. R6i t& nghi thé nay. S€ tuyét lam
sao n€u minh cé th€ viét diéu gi d6 cho 1t d€, €ch, nhén, cung nhirng bong
hoa mua ha va gi6.”

N6i xong, Chudt choang hai tay sau ¢& r6i im 1ing ngdm nhin bau trov.
“Vay roi... cau da tht vi€t gi chwa?”

“Chua. T¢ chra viét mdt dong nao ca. Td khong the€ viet dwoc diéu gi
hét.”

“Sao vay?”

“Céc con la muo1i dat.[2]”
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(‘Hé?”
“Né&u mudi da lat, phai wop mudi thém cho mén lai.” Chudt noi.

Chiéu budng va anh ngay dén tit lim, ching t6i roi khdi h'd boi va vao
quédy bar nhd trong khach san. Mot ban dan ca Y ctia Mantovani[3] dang
hét vang. Chiing t6i udng bia lanh. Anh dén bén cang trong thdy rd qua 6
ctra rong.

“Nguoi phu nir d6 sao r'6i?”
To6i 18y can ddm d€ hoi ve viéc do.

Chuot 18y mu ban tay chui 1op bot dinh trén mép r'6i nhin troi may nhw thé
dang nghi ngoi1 di€u gi.

“T& bao cdu biét, that ra to dinh chang néi gi v&i cdu vé chuyén nay. Van
dé 1a, viéc d6 qua that ra't ngu ngdc.”

“Nhwng cdu da tieng dinh ban bac viéc d6 vai to, ding khong?”

“Thi ¢6. Nhung sau mot dém suy nghi t& lai thoi. TS hi€u ra trén doi nay
ludn c6 nhirng di€u minh s€ chang th€ nao giai quyét dworc.”

“Chaalng han?”

“Chﬁng han cdi rdng siu. Mot ngay kia, cdi rdng siu bong dung dau nhoi.
Ai d6 ¢ an ui ching ta, nhung khong ¢é nghia cdm giac nhirc nhéi d6 s€
hét. N&u da vay, chiing ta bit dau tha'y khé chju v&i ban than minh. R6i
chiing ta ciing bit dau tha’y buc bdi v&i nhitng ngwdi khdng cdm thay khé
chiu v&i béan that ho. Hi€u khong?”

“Mot it,” toi dap. “Nhung ciu thir nghi tich cwc xem. Than phan moi nguoi
déu nhu nhau. Gidong nhw chung ta cung ngoi trén mot chuyén bay gap
nan. Di nhién trong mdy bay cé ngwdi may min va ngudi xui xéo. C6
nguwoi manh mé, cling ¢6 ké y&u dudi; c6 ngwoi giau, 1An ngwoi ngheo. Chi
la, khong ai manh mé hon ai qua nhiéu. Moi ngwoi nhw nhau. Nguoi sé&
htru diéu gi d6 ludn s¢ hdi 1o’ diéu minh dang c6 ldc nay s€ bi€n mat, trong
khi nguwdi khong ¢6 gi ca ludn lo sor 16 minh mai mai s& 1 k& tring tay. Moi
ngwrdi nhur nhau! B&i vy, ngudi som hiéu ra diéu dé phai cd ging manh
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mé hon d6i chit. Ciing chi d&n mrc gid vo nhw khdng ¢ viéc gi. Pung
khong? Pau cling vay, chang ai 1a manh mé. Chi ¢6 ngwoi gid vo manh mé
ma thoi.”

“T¢ hodi cdu mot diéu dwoe khong?”

Toi1 gat dau.

“Clu co6 that sy khaamg dinh diéu d6?”

“Co.”

Chuot tho4ng nghi ngoi, ngdm nhin chai bia.

“Cau c6 sin long bao ring ndy gic cau chi toan néi d6i?”
Chuot néi giong nghiém tuc.

Sau khi dwa Chuot vE nha, t61 ghé vao quan Jay’s Bar mot minh.
“Sao r'6i? PBa néi chuyén v&i cau ta chwa?”

“R61.”

“Ne€u the thi t6t qua.”

Sau khi néi vay, Jay dat dia khoai tdy chién tred'c mat toi.

32.

Mic du viét ra't nhiéu, Derek Heartfield 1a tac gia ra't hi€m khi truc ti€p k€
vé cudc song, mo mong, va tinh yéu. Trong tdc pham nhan dé Around a
Rainbow in One and a Half Circle (1973) vi€t theo 161 ban ty truyén twong
doi nghiém tic (nghiém tic & diy nghia 1a khong ¢6 mau nhan vat ngwoi
ngoai hanh tinh hay h'6n ma), Heartfield da thd 10 doi chit ndi 1ong minh
qua nhitng cu chit ngdn gon, dwoc nguy trang bang nhitng 1&i chAm bi¢m,
giéu co't, mia mai, va ngao nguorc.

‘T6i xin thé trén quyén sich linh thanh nhat trong cidn phong nay, tirc
quyén danh ba dién thoai dwore viét theo thir tw bang chir cdi, rang toi sé chi
néi sy that va sy that. Cudce song 12 mot sy tréng réng. Tuy nhién chic chin



¢6 sy ctru roi. B&i 1€ thud ban dau so'ng khong phai 1a diéu gi that sy rong
khong. Ma trén thuc t€, chinh ching ta da cha't chong kho' dau 1€n dau kho
roi lai nd lwc mai mon ndi ba't hanh Ay ting chit mot, d&n dd cudc sdng
cing tr& nén trong rong. Toi s& chang k& 6§ mi ching ta da nd luc thé nao,
va lam th& nao ching ta ti€u mon nd. B&i viée do6 s€ ra't phién phirc. N&u ai
dé6 that 1ong mudn biét, xin moi doc tac pham Jean Cristophe ciia Romain
Rolland[4]. Ta't ca dwoe vi€t trong d6.

Heartfield ra't thich Jean Cristophe vi tac pham d6 da mi€u td mot cach hai
hoa va rd rang duy mdi mot ngwoi tir khi sinh ra d&n ldc mat di, va cling
bdi tic phadm d6 thudc loai tidu thuy&t dai hoi. Ong cho riang thit dwoc goi
12 ti€u thuy&t, mién c6 dang thdng tin, phdi cé th€ dwoc thudt lai mot cach
song dong va theo trinh ty thoi gian. Theo 6ng, sy ti mi néu trén twong
dong v&i mét lwong cua ti€u thuyét.

Ong 1udn phé phan tac pham War and Peace ctia Tolstoy. Ong néi, “Vé mit
lwong qua that khdng c6 van dé.” Ong ciing néi rang trong tic pham dé
khong thdy ton tai quan di€m nao vé vi try. “Bdi vay, tieu thuyét do tao
cho t6i mot 4n twong rad't khong hai hoa,” 6ng néi. Khi st dung cum tw
‘quan di€m Ve vi try’, thweong dng mudn néi dé€n sy trong rong’.

Tiéu thuy&t éng thich nhit 1a A Dog of Flanders[5]. Ong ting néi, “Nay, tin
noi khong con ché ¢6 th€ chét chi vi mét birc tranh?”

Trong mot budi phdong van, ky gia mot tor bao da hdi Heartfield thé nay.
“Nhan vat chinh trong ti€u thuy€t cia 6ng, Wald, da chét hai Tan & Hda tinh
va mot an & Kim tinh. Liéu ¢6 mau thuin 14m khong?”

Heartfield trd loi nhw sau, “Anh c6 biét thoi gian chuyén dong thé nao
trong vu tru?”’

“Khong,” tay ky gia dap. “Nhuwng cling chaalng mot ai bi€t dwore diéu do.”
“Vay chir viét ti€u thuy&t ma ndi dung clia né moi nguoi diéu bi€t ca roi
thi c6 y nghia g1?”

T

Trong s& nhitng tic phdm cta Heartfield, c6 mot truyén ngén ra't khic so
voi nhieng tic pham con lai, tya truyén 1la A Well in Mars. NOi dung truyén
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ng?m dé nhe mdc danh dau sy xua't hién ctia Ray Bradbury[6]. Vi da doc
truyén d6 cach day rat lau, toi cling khdng nhé 16 ndi dung cho 14m, song
du gi toi cling xin phac thao lai cau chuyén aYy.

Chuyén k€ vé mot thanh nién da budc vao mot cdi gi€ng khong ddy, thir
dugre dao rat nhiéu trén bé mét sao Hdéa. Nguwoi ta da xac dinh nhirng céi
gi€ng d6 do ngwoi sao Héa dao hang chuc ngan ndm trwde, nhwng la ky 1a
td't cd nhitng céi gi€ng dwoc dao mot cach ti mi d6 lai khong chira mét
dong nuwdc nao. Khong ai bi€t dwoe muc dich ho dao nhirng céi gi€ng do.
Trén thyc t&, ngwoi sao Hoa khong d€ lai bat ky thir gi ngoai trie nhirng céi
giéng. Khong ky tir, nha ctra, bd @6 #n, sit thép, m6 ma, hda tién, phd’ thi,
mdy ban hang ty dong, d€n vo so ciling khong. Chi cé gi€ng. Cac nha khoa
hoc trdi da't gdp khé khin khi phai danh gia voi diéu kién nhw vay c6 the
dwoe goi 1a nén van minh. Du gi di ntra, nhirng cdi gi€ng d6 da dwoc dao
mot cach ti mi, va sau hang may chyc ndim mdt phi€n da cling cheamg 1o ra.

Hién nhién cling da c¢6 vai nha thim hi€m va nhém nghién ctru di vao trong
nhirng céi gi€ng d6. Nhirng nguoi ¢d budc day phai quay ra vi nhirng cai
gi€ng qud sau va nhirng nhanh ré sang bén qua dai. Con nhirng ké khong
mang theo day thi chflng bao gio trd lai.

Mot ngay kia, mét thanh ni€n dang du hanh ngoai khong gian di vao trong
gi€ng. Anh da chén ngén vii tru bao la va mong moi mot cdi chét khong ai
bi€t dén. Cang di sau xudng, cdi gi€ng cang khi€n anh cam thdy than
thudc, vi mot ngudn sinh lee la ky bit dau bao boc nhe nhang khip co’ thé.
Sau khi da di xuéng khoang mot cay s6, anh gdp mot nhanh r€ sang phia
bén, va budc vao trong ddy. Anh v6 dinh di mai theo nhitng doan dwong
udn khic quanh co. Anh khong rd minh da di dwoc bao 1au vi dong h'o deo
tay da chét. Co th€ 1a hai ti€ng, ciing c6 the’ da hai ngay. Anh khong thay
dé6i khat hay mét moi, va ngu'on sinh lyc ky la bao boc co’ the’ anh ldc trwdc
dén gio’ van con cam thay.

bén mdt ldc dot ngdt anh cam thdy c6 anh mat troi. Nhanh ré sang phia
bén dé c6 vé da thong qua mdt cdi gi€ng khac. Anh leo 1én miéng gi€ng va
16 ra lai trén bé mat sao Hoa.

Anh ngdi trén miéng gi€ng, ddi nhin thio nguyén bao la khong gi che chén,
roi ngdm mit troi. C6 diéu gi that la. Vi gid, miit troi... Mic du treo gitra
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dinh ngdy, mit troi da héa thanh khoanh tron 16n mau dd ryc, chang khic
gi luc hoang hon.

“Hai tram ndm muoi ngan ndm nra mat troi s€ no tung ddy. Bum... OFF.
Hai trdm ndm mwoi ngan ndm. Khong phai la qua dai ding khong.”

Gi6 thi thAm voi anh.

“Nguwoi khong can nghi ngoi vE ta. Ta chi la gié. Néu muén, ngwoi ¢6 thé
goi ta 12 ngudi sao Hoéa. Nghe ciing khong té 14m. Hon nira, v&i ta ngdn tir
chang mang y nghia gi.”

“Nhung ngroi c6 thé nédi.”
“Ta? Chinh nguwoi 1a ngeoi dang néi. Ta chi goi 1o trong tim ngwoi thoi.”
“Chuyén gi xay ra v&i mat troi?”

“Mit troi da gia cdi. Pa gidy chét. Ngwoi hay ta cling khong th€ 1am gi
dwoc nwa.”

“Sao bat ngo lai...?”

“Ai bao vay? Khi ngwoi ra khoi miéng gi€ng, thoi gian da tr6i di khodng
1,5 triéu ndm. Nhw thanh nglr th& gidi ngwoi van ndi, thoi gian nhw tén
bin. C4i gi€ng noi ngwoi budc ra dwoce dao theo nhanh thoi gian. N6i cach
khdac, ching ta dang troi lo’ Ittng gitra thoi gian. Khoang thoi gian gitra sang
thé va cai ché€t. Do d6, ching ta khong sdng, cting khong chét. Chi la gi6.”

“T6i1 hdi mot cau cé dwgre khdong?”
“Rat sin long.”
“Nguwoi da hoc héi duge diu gi?”

Khong khi khé rung ddng, gi6 cudi. R6i sv tinh 1ing vinh hing trd lai bao
trim b€ mat sao Hoa. Ngwoi thanh nién rdt khau sing luc ra khoi tii, ép
nong sung vao thai dwong, roi chadm rai bop co.



[1] Ciing thwong dwge goi 1a PP&M, ban nhac ngwoi My noi ti€ng khoang
thap nién 1960

[2] “Cdc con la muéi dat. Néu mudi da lat, ngwoi ta biét lay gi ma wop cho
man lai?” (Mathew 5:13-16)

[3] Annunzio Paolo Mantovani, nhac treéng ngudi Y.

[4] Téac gia va kich gia nguoi Phap (29 thang Mot 1866 — 30 thang Mwoi
Hai 1944). Tac pham noi ti€ng nha't cia Ong la loat truyén Jean Cristophe
dai mwoi chwong.

[3] Tac pham ctia Marie Louise de la Ramée viét vé mot dira bé tén Nello
va con cho tén la Patrasche.

[6] Ray Douglas Bradbury, nha vin gia twéng, khoa hoc vién twdng va kinh
di ngwoi My, sinh ngay 22 thang Tam 1920.

33.

Dién thoai do chudng.

“Em veé ro1,” co noi.

“Anh mu6n gap em.”

“Anh ra ngoai ldc nay dwoc khong?”
“Pwoc chi.”

“Vay 17.00 gio trede cong YWCA nghen.”
“Pang lam gi & YWCA vay?”

“Khoéa dam thoai ti€ng Phap.”
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“Pam thoai ti€ng Phap?”
GGQU .’7

Sau khi gic dién thoai toi tdm voi sen roi udng bia. Vira udng bia xong,
con mwa chiéu bat dau trit xuéng nhw thac do.

Khi t6i dén tredc cong YWCA, mura da tanh hzatn, va nhirng phu nir bwdc ra
khoi cong ngwdc mét nhin troi mot cach nghi ngai, réi dong maé 6 du cua
ho. Toi dd xe canh cbng, tit mdy, roi chAm thudc hit. CAy cot cong sam
w6t nwde mua trong nhw hai tim md chi ding thang gitra canh d'ong kho
han. Nam canh toa nha YWCA bah thiu va u 4m 12 nhitng cao 8¢ m&i xay
cho thué gid ré, va trén ban cong cé treo bang quang cdo chi€c ta lanh co
dai. Mot phu nit tudi chirng ba mwoi mang tap-dé, trong nhw mic bénh
thi€u mau, dang dirng cong ngwoi vE phia trede, hao hirng mé ctra ti. Nho
cd ta, t0i c6 the€ thad'y dwoe nhirng gi ¢6 trong tu lanh.

Trong ngan freezer c6 da vién, mot lit kem va-ni, va mot géi tom dong lanh.
Trong ngan thr hai ¢c6 mét hop trirng, bor, phd mai Camembert, va thit heo
khong xwong. Trong ngan thir ba ¢6 cd va dui ga. Trong ngédn nhya dwdi
cung c6 ca chua, dwa leo, mang tay, rau di€p, va nho, con & ngén ctra thi ¢
coca cola va bia mdi thit ba chai 1on, v&i thém mot 16¢ sira.

Sud't thoi gian cho doi, van tya ngwdi vao banh 14i, t6i mai nghi thi ty
dung hét cac th ¢6 trong td lanh. Nhung du gi di nira, mot 1it kem that sy
14 qud nhiéu, va chét ngudi & chd trong ti lanh lai khong ¢é nwde sot 1am
xa-lach.

Khoang 17.00 hon, cd budc ra khdi cong. Cd méic do thun polo Lacoste
mau dé bAm v&i vdy bdng ngdn mau tring, téc bii ra sau, va deo mét kinh.
M¢&i chi mot tuAn ma trong cd da gia thém ba tudi. C6 18 do mdi téc mdi cit
va mét kinh.

“Mura to qua,” ¢ ndi khi budc vao trong xe va ng'6i xudng canh t6i. Co bd'i
61 chinh lai chi€c vdy.

“Udt siing nhi?

“Chut it.”



To6i v&i 14y chiéc khin van virt ndm d4y trén bing ghé sau k& tw budi di
boi hom trude, r'oi dua cho ¢6. C6 diung khan lau m6 hoéi trén mat, roi sau
vai [an chui téc, co dwa tra lai toi chi€c khan.

“Liic mua bt dau dd hat, em dang udng café gan dy. That cit nhw 1d lut
Vay.”

“Nhung nho mwa ma troi mat ra da’y chi.”
“U nhi.”

Sau khi gat dau, co tho tay ra khdi ctra s0 ki€m tra nhiét do bén ngoai. Bau
khong khi gitra tdi va co6 bdng c6 chiit gi ngwong nghiu, mot diéu khdc han
so v&i nhirng Ian gép tredc.

“Chuyén di clia em th& nao? Vui ch?”
“Em chang di dau ca. Em néi d6i anh daYy.”
“Sao em lai n61 d61?”

“Chodc ntra em sé ke’

To1 cling do61 Tan no6i do1
L'an cud1 cung toi n61 do1 1a nam ngoai.
D&i trd qua that khong phai di€u gi vui vé. C6 the néi sy doi trd va cam
ling 1a the toi 160 khing khi€p dang hoanh hanh trong xa hoi hién nay.
Thuyec t&, ching ta thwong xuyén ddi trd va cling thwong xuyén cam lang.
Song n€u ching ta ¢t néi mii, va diéu ching ta néi ra chi ludn 1a sy that,
cO 1€ gia tri sy that do6 cling s€ bi€n mat.

T

Muia thu nim ngodi, t6i va ban gdi dang nim trén giwdng trong tinh trang
10a th€. Lic d6 ching t6i thay déi that sw.



“Chung ta khong c6 gi d€ an ca sao?” tdi hdi co aYy.

“P&em xem.”

Co6 van tran trudng, ng'di ddy, md& td lanh va tim thd'y banh mi da kha c,
roi cd lam lat sandwich don gian v&i rau di€p va xdc xich. C6 mang banh
mi sandwich d&€n bén giwvong cuing vai café pha san. B6 1a mdt dém thang
Mudi, nhwng tiét trori da rét budt. Khi quay lai chd ndm, co’ the ¢d lanh nhw
ca moi trong hop.

“Khong c6 mu-tac.”
“Vay cling duwoce ron.”

Van dung chin qud'n quanh nguwoi, ching toi vira &n banh mi sandwich vira
xem bd phim kinh di€n trén truy€n hinh, The Bridge on the River Kwai.

Pén doan cay cau bi no sip trong canh cudi, c6 thodng fam bam.

“Sao anh ta phéi kh6 nhoc dung ciy cau &y nhi?” ¢6 hodi trong lic chi vé
phia Alec Guinness[1] dang ding im nhw twgng.

“P¢e cd the bdo toan niém kiéu hanh.”

“Hwrm,” van nhai banh mi trong miéng, c6 thodng nghi vé sy kiéu hanh ctia
loai ngwoi. Nhw thwong 1€, toi chang th€ biét dwoc diéu gi dang dién ra
trong dau cO.

“Nay, anh ¢6 yéu em khong?”

“D1i nhién.”

“Anh ¢6 mudn cwdi em khong?”

“Biy gio’, ngay lic nay?”

“Sau ndy cor... van con lau ma.”

“D1i nhién la anh mudn cwdi em.”

“Nhwng chwa Tan nao anh néi véi em di€u d6, mai dén tin ldic nay.”

“Anh quén khong n6i.”
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“... Anh mudn c6 may dira con?”
GGBa 29

“Trai? Gai?”

“Gdi hai dira, trai mot dira.”

Sau khi chiéu ngum café d€ nudt banh mi trong mié€ng, cd nhin td6i chim
cham.

“P6 doi tra.” CO ndi.

Nhung co da sai. T6i n6i doi mdi chi mot diéu.

3S.

Ching t6i bud'c vao mdt nha hang nhd ven bién, sau khi ding vai mén don
gian, tdi goi bloody mary va bourbon.

“Anh c6 mudn bi€t sy that khong?” c6 hoi.

“Nam ngodi anh c6 mo mot con bo,” tdi noi.

“Vay sao?”

“Khi banh bung né ra, trong da day ¢6 mdt nam c¢d. Anh cho m& ¢d a4y vao
tui nhya mang vEé nha, roi dat trén ban. Moi luc ¢6 di€u gi thd’y nhoi long,
anh lu6n ngam nhin nam co6 dé, va tap ty nhil minh thé nay. Sao con bo lai

nhai thir thirc an trong dé té va dang thwong nay nhw th€ mot thir gi quan
trong 14m vay?”

C6 chi mim cwdi r6i biu moi. C6 ngdm nhin t6i mdt lic.
“Em hiéu. Em s€ khong néi gi thém ntra,” cd ndi.

To6i gat dau.

“C6 diéu nay em mudn hoi anh. BPwgc khong?”

“Ctr ty nhién.”



“Sao con ngwoi phai chét?”

“V1 ho ti€n hda. Vi co’ th€ mot cd nhan khdng da kha ndng ti€p nhan ngudn
ning lrong tién héa, thé’ nén mdi dién ra viéc tiép noi thé” hé. Di nhién
diéu nay chi 1a ly thuy€t khong hon khong kém.”

“Ngay lic nay con nguoi cling dang ti€n hda sao?”

“U, tirng chuit tirng chit mot.”
“Sao lai phai ti€n héa?”

“Cé vai y kién vé diéu nay. Tuy nhién diéu chic chin 1 ban than vil tru
cling trdi qua ti€n héa. Bo qua viéc c6 hay khdng sy can thi€p ctia khuynh
hwdng cling wéc mudn, vii tru van lién tuc ti€n hda, va ching ta chi 12 mot
phan trong s ti€n hoa do.”

T61 dat ly whiskey xu6ng va cham thudc hut.
“Khoéng ai bi€t dwore ngu'on nang lwong d6 dén tw dau.”
“Vay sao?”

~

“U ”
.

Vira khud’y déu nwdc da trong ly biang dau ngén tay, co vira ngdm tim
khin trdi ban mau tring.

“Nay, n€u em chét, s& khong mot ai nh¢ vé em sau mot tram nam nira tr6i

29

qua.
“D1i nhién,” t61 noi.

Roi nha hang, ching t6i dao budc doc theo khu nha kho bd hoang trong tiét
troi chi€u trong lanh. Vi budc canh nhau, t6i c6 th€ thoang ngwri thd’y mui
dau goi dau ctia co. Gié dong dwa canh liéu rii goi ching t6i nhé da 1a cudi
ha, dAu chi trong thodng chdc. Dao budc mot lic, c6 nim 14y tay tdi bing
ban tay con di ndm ngon.

“Khi nao anh quay vé Tokyo?”

“Tuén toi. Co bai ki€m tra.”



CO 1im lang.

“Anh sé& quay vé ddy vao mia dong. Ding I& Gidng Sinh. Ngay 24 thing
Muoi Hai 1a sinh nhit anh.”

C6 gat dau, nhung c6 vé nhu dang nghi ngoi di€u gi khac.

“Cung Nam Dwong sao?”

“U’. Con em?”

“Cling vdy. Muoi thaing Mot.”

“Coi bd ching ta sinh ra dwdi chom sao xdu nhi. Gidng nhw Jesus Christ

Y 29

ay.

“U N 99

Co vira n6i vira xoay tré ban tay dang nam 1Yy tay toi.
“Ch4c 13, ving anh r'di em sé tha'y cd don 1dm.”

“MJdt liic nao d6 chiing ta chic chén s& gip lai.”

C06 khong noi gi.

Nhirng kho hang da kha cii, va khoang hé gitra nhirng vién gach phu réu
xanh mém. O ctra trén cao thdm t&1 chiing 1&p rao mét cdo tréng cb vé rin
chic, con & mdi cdnh ctra niing né hoen i c6 treo bang tén cic cong ty
thwong mai. Khu nha kho chdm dut noi vi bi€n da nghe dac quanh. Réng
liéu ciing két thidc trra chiéc ring ndo di long di mat. Ching toi van di tiép,
bang qua dwong ray moc um tum cd hoang trong bén cang, roi ngoi xuong
bac thang kho hang noi phia dau ciu tau ving vé va ngdm biéh.

Phia d6i dién, tréng o 4nh dén cau cang cda cong ty dong tau, bén canh
lirng 1o chi€c tau hang tv Hy Lap dang bd'c do hang hoa, va day kién hang
trong da tr'oi 1én cao. Chié€c tau cir bap bénh nhw the€ ¢ thé bi virt bd. Vach
son trang trén boong dd bac mau bdi gié bién, va phia dwdi bung tau, ra't
nhi€u san h6 bam chat vao tywa miéng vét thwong cia nguoi dang dm.

Ca mot khoang thoi gian khd dai, chiing tdi chi mai ngdm bién, bau trdi va
tau thuyén trong tinh lang hoan toan. Su6t lic con gié chiéu thoi lwdt qua



mit biéh 1am rung dong bai cd, hoang hon chidm chap chuyén sic thanh
dém, trong khi vai ngodi sao bit dau nhap nhdy phia trén bén cing.

Sau khodng cam lang that dai, cd si€t chdt ban tay trdi roi hoang mang dam
khong ngung vao long ban tay phai cia minh. Sau khi ban tay da dé tng, cd
ngam nhin 1ong ban tay vé nhw mdi mét.

“Em ghét ta't ca moi ngwoi!” Co dot ngdt thét 1én.
“K€& ca anh?”

“Xin 10i,” gwong mit c6 &ng dd. Nhuw the gi6 da thdi diu long, c6 dit ban
tay tro lai trén dau go1i.

“Anh khong phai loai ngwoi gy kho chiu.”
“Co6 ding 1a khong phai?”

Co cuoi ngewong nghiu. Sau khi gt ddu, c6 chdm thudc véi doi tay khé
rung rung. Con gié t bi€n thdi vao bdc khéi thudc 1én cao, trdi vut qua
phia bén madi téc va bi€n ma't vao khoang toi.

“Néu lang im ¢6 ddc, em lai nghe ro du loai nguoi dang goi tén em...
Nhitng ngwoi em biét, nhitng ngeoi em khong biét, cha em, me em, gido
vién & treong, cdi chinh 1a, da cd moi loai nguoi.”

Toi gat dau.

“Phan 16m ¢t néi nhitng diéu gay khé chju. Ching han, “May chét di!”, sau
d6 1a nhirng 1o 1€ thoi tha...”

“Nhw thé' nao?”

“Em khong mu6n néi nhirng lovi d6.”

C6 dung dép da dui tit diéu thudc chi vira méi hiit hai hoi, roi chim rai
ding dAu ngén tay dui mét.

“Em bi binh sao?”

“Chang ro,” tdi lac dau nhw th€ khong bi€t gi. “Ma n€u tha'y minh d'm, tGt
nhat em nén dén kham bac s1.”



“Khong can dau. Anh ciing khong can phai lo.”

C6 cham di€u thudc thir hai roi cd cwoi, nhwng ti€ng cwoi nghe ra gwong
£40.

“Anh la ngroi dau tién em k€ cho nghe nhirng diéu thé nay da’y.”

Tdi ndm chiit tay co. Poi tay ludn khé run rdy. M6 hdi lanh tha'm giot gitra
nhung k€ tay.

“That ra em khong mudn né1 doi.”

“Anh hi€u.”

Chiing t6i lai ling im T4An nita, cir mai Ling im nhuw thé trong ldc 14ng nghe
ti€ng séng bieén dap vao cau cang. Khi d6 thoi gian trdi qua chdm chap dén
dd t6i chang th€ nhé ndi diéu gi.

Khi t0i choang tinh, ¢6 dang khéc. To6i dung ngon tay lau go ma thAm dim
nwréc mét, roi 6m choang 13y vai co.

Ciing da kha 14au t6i m&i lai c6 th€ ngi thd'y hwong mua ha. Vi bién, ti€ng
cOi tau xa xam, da thit phy nr min mang, mti dau géi hwong chanh, ngon

gi6 chiéu, hy vong mdng manh, va gid’c mo’ mua ha...

Dau vy, moi thir Chaamg thay doi gi nhw the tracing paper. Tat ca chi dich
chuyén tirng chit mot, nhwng thé&” da la khac trede, va moi thir chang thé
nao thay doi lai.

36.

bi chirng ba mwoi phiit, ching t6i dé€n can ho cta cd.

D6 1a mot tdi yén binh, va diéu dang lo 1a cd ¢6 vé ra't vui du trede d6 vira
mo&i khéc. Trén duwong vE, ching toi ghé vai ctra tiém va mua da thi linh
tinh khong may can thiét. Kem ddnh ring vi dau, khin tim mau sic s&, vai
bd puzzle cia Ban Mach, va bt bi sdu mau. Ching t6i xach mé @6 leo 1én
con do'c, va thi thodng dirng buwdc nhin vé phia cang.

“Nay, xe anh ctt d0 d6 sa0?”



“Mdc n6 di. Anh s€ 18y sau.”

“Pe€ dén sdng mai thi sao?”

“Khong sao ca.”

Thé r'oi, ching t6i di ti€p doan dwong VE.

“Dém nay em chﬁng mudn ¢ mot minh.”

Co6 vra n6i vira ngwde nhin con dwong lat da trai dai.
To6i gat dau.

“Nhung vay thi anh khong thé danh giay dwoc roéi.”
“Clr mOt Ian d€ 6ng Ay ty danh giay.”

“Cha anh ¢6 mudn ty minh danh giay khong?”

“Ong &y thudc tuyp nguoi ra't dé thich nghi.”

Pém binh lang.

C6 cham rai xoay ngwoi va d€ chép mii cham vao vai phai cta t6i.
“Lanh qua.”

“Lanh? Nhiét dd gan 30 do day.”

“Cha bi€t, cai chinh la em tha’y lanh.”

V&i 187y chi€c chan vai s¢i dang pht trén chén, t6i kéo chian choang qua vai
r'oi Om 18y ¢6. Ngwoi cd run khé.

“Em thay khong khde trong nguoi sao?”
C06 cham rdi lc dAu.

“Em s¢.”

“Sor g1?7”

“S¢ ta't ca. Anh khong tha'y sor sao?”



“Hoan toan khong.”

C6 im ldng. Im ldng nhw th€ muén xac dinh sy ton tai ciu tra loi caa toi
trong long tay minh.

“Anh ¢6 mudn lam tinh v&i em khong?”

(‘(::(5 29

“Xin 16i. Hom nay em khong the.”

Van 6m cham 18y c0, toi gat dau khong néi diéu gi.
“Vi em vira md&1i ti€n hanh phau thuat.”

“Pha thai?”

N

“l l 29
.

C6 n&i nhe vong tay dang 6m choang lwng t6i, roi dung dau ngén tay vé
nhtrng vong tron nhd 1én vai.

“La that. Em khong nhé gi ¢d.”
“Viy sao?”

“Cai ga da ngt voi em. Em quén hét cd roi. Gwong miét anh ta ra sao em
cling chang nhé.”

To1 dwa tay vudt nhe toc c0.

“Ngay &y, em thdy minh c6 th€ thich anh ta. Nhwng cling chi mot thoang...
Anh ¢6 teng thich mot ai d6 khong?”

(‘(::(5 29
“Anh van nhé mit ho chir?”

T6i c& nhé lai gwong mat ba cd gai d6, nhung la 1a khdng mot ai tdi ¢6 the
nho 10.
“Khong,” téi néi.

“La that. Sao th& nhi?”



“Han 13, c6 nhw vay, ching ta s€ thd’y nhe long hon.”
Van 4p md 1én tAm ngyc tran cha toi, cd gat dau vai [An ma khong noi gi.

“Nay, néu anh thit sy mudn quan hé, chiing ta lam bing cdch khic thi
sao...?”

“Khong can diu, em dwng nghi ngoi nira.”
“That ch?”
“That.”

C6 lai xi€t chat vong tay dm choang lung tdi. T6i cam thay nguc ¢6 quanh
vung bung dwdi ciia minh. Khong thé€ kiém ché&” dwoc ntra, t6i muén uéng
bia.

“K& tr ma’y nim trwede, chang viéc gi dién ra sudn sé ca.”

“K€ ter may nam trwede?”

“Muwoi hai, meoi ba... Cai nam cha em do bénh. Truwdc d6 thi em chang
nh& gi cd. Hoan cdnh ldc d6 that dang chan. Trén dau em ludn c6 con gié
ac nao vut thoi.”

“R6i ¢6 ldc gio cling sé€ doi hwdng.”

“Anh that nghi nhw vay?”

“U, d&n mdt lic ndo d6.”

Co6 thoang im lang. Trong thoang chd'c, nhitng lovi t6i ndi chim mat cd vao
st thinh 1ang kho khd'c tira mdt dong cat, chi dong lai vi dﬁng trén khoe
miéng.

“Pa nhi€u Ian em cd nghi nhw th€’, nhwng r'o6i chi ludn tha't bai. Em ciling da

c& ging yéu thwong, c& tip nhan nai, nhung roéi...”

Ching t6i chang néi gi thém nita ma chi 6m cham 18y nhau. C6 tya dau
vao ngyc tdi, hdn nhe dau vi t6i va nam im bat dong kha l1au, nhw the€ dang
ngu.



C6 im lang rat lau, that sy ra't 1au, nira mé nira tinh, ngwde nhin tran nha
tham t01.

“Me o1...”

Thiam thi that kh€ nhw dang mo mang. C6 chim vao gid'c ngu.

[1] Sir Alec Guinness (2 thdng Tw 1914 — 5 thdng Tam 2000), nam dién
vién ngwoi Anh ting doat gidi Oscar cho thé€ loai Nam Dién Vién Chinh
Xua't Sic Nha't trong phim The Bridge on the River Kwai.

37.

Chao, khde chr? Pay la thoi di€m radio NEB phat song chwong trinh Pop
Telephone Request. T&i cudi tuan lai d&n. Gio hdy bt dau ling nghe
nhitng ban nhac tuyét hdo trong sudt hai gio’ t&i day. Ma nay, sdp hét he roi
nhi. Th& nao? Mua hé nadm nay vui chx?

Hom nay, trwede khi cho choi nhac, minh s& mé dau bang mot trong nhitng
14 the ma céac ban da gui d€n. Minh sé doc nd. Thw vi€t thé nay.

“Anh khoe khong?

Em lu6n hdo hitc don nghe chwong trinh ctia anh mdi tuan. Thoi gian troi
nhanh qud. That day! Tw khi nhdp vién vao mua thu, da gan ba ndm qua em
song tai day. V&i em, ngudi chi ¢6 the ngdm nhin mot thodng canh vat bén
ngoai qua 6 ctra phong bénh, hin 1 viéc chuyén mua chzalng c6 chiit y nghia
nao. Du viy, khi mot mua tr6i di va miia mai lai dé€n that sy khién long ta
Xao xuyen.
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Em muwei bay tudi. Sudt ba nam nay em khong th€ doc sach, xem truyén
hinh ciing nhw di lai... Khong chi vy, ng'di diy khoi giwong hay tré minh
ldc ngdl em ciing chang th& lam dwoc. D6 1a cude doi ma em da song. Ld
the nay em nho ngwoi chi gai ludn & bén em viét ho. Chi da nghi hoc d¢
trong nom em. Di nhién em rat bi€t o'n chi. Bi€éu em hoc dwoc trong sudt
ba nim nam trén giwong bénh 14 ngwdi ta ludn c6 the hoc hdi dwoc dicu gi
d6 du trong hoan canh dau khd d&€n mirc nao. Nho vdy em madi cé the sdng
ti€p du chi s6ng qua tung giai doan.

Em mic bénh diy than kinh cot sdng. Ching bénh ra't khé chira, nhung di
nhién van ¢6 co’ hdoi hoi phuc. Du chi ¢6 ba phian trdm... D6 1a s& nguoi
h'6i phuc trong tdng sd nhitng ngwrdi méc bénh twong tw, bac si néi vay véi
em (béc si la m6t ngwoi rat tot). Trén 1y thuyét, con sd nay con kha quan
hon so v&i viéc mot pitcher tan binh phai 14p no hit no run tredee doi tha la
doi Giants. Nhung d& c6 th€ thing tring mot trAn dau qua that khd khé
khén. B4c s da noi vay.

Poi ldc em so 18m khi twdng twong moi viec s& chflng dién ra sudn sé&. Em
qué sor d&n ndi chi mudn thét 1én. Néu twdng twong sudt doi minh phai
ndm mii trén giwdng nhue hon d4, chi ngim nhin trfan nha, khong th€ doc
sach, khong th€ dao budc trong lan gié thoang, chwa teng ho hen yéu
dwong, gia di noi day khi thoi gian may chuc ndm da tr6i qua, r'oi thi cai
ché&t d&n, em lai thd'y budn d&€n khong chju ndi. Nhirng khi giit minh tinh
gid’c lic 03.00 som, do6i ldc cam gidc nhw em c6 the nghe dwgce ti€ng cot
sdng ciia minh tan chay twng chit tieng chiat mét. Ma thye t€, ¢6 1€ ding 1a
nhu vay.

CAu chuyén budn € ndy em chi k&€ dén day thoi. Nhw chi em van néi, moi
ngiy may trim M'4n em s& c& ging chi nghi d&n nhitng diéu vui vé. R6i em
cling s€ ngon giac trong d&m, vi nhirng di€u mudn long thwong chi dén vao
gitra dém khuya.

Tw ctra s6 phong bénh c6 th€ trong rd cang bi€n. Em twdng twong... s€
hanh phic dwong nao néu modi sdng tinh gid'c minh c6 the€ di ra bén cang va
hit that sau vi bién... Gid chi mot Ian thoi em that sy ¢6 the lam diréu do, c6
1€ r'6i em s€ c¢6 th€ hi€u dworc sao thé” gidi lai dwore tao ra nhw thé nay. Em



cam thay nhw vay. Né&u c6 thé hieu dwoe di€u d6é du chi mot it, ¢ 1€ em s€
c6 th€ chiu dwng d€ so'ng ti€p trén giwong bénh cda minh.

Tam biét. Moi ngwoi hay bao trong.”
Thw khong dé tén.

Anh nhan dwoc birc thr nay lic 15.00 gio hdm qua. Anh doc thw trong lic
udng café & phong an studio. R6i sau khi xong viéc lic chiéu, anh da di
dén bén cang va nhin vé phia nii. N&u tir ctra s&’ phong bénh noi em nim
c6 the trong tha’y cang bién, chic chin 13 tr cing bién ciing c6 th€ trong
thay phong em. Nhin vé phia ndi c6 rat nhiéu anh den. Nhung di nhién
chang biét dwore dau 12 dnh dén phong em. Anh dén tir nha mét gia dinh
ngheéo kho, dnh dén tor mot cao &'c sang trong, anh dén t khach san, va anh
den khac tw treong hoc hay mot cong ty. Pt moi loai ngwoi voi nhirng
cdch sdng cua riéng minh, anh nghi th¢". L'an dau ti€n anh nghi nhu vay.
Sau d6 bdng dung anh roi nwdc mét. Ciing dd 1au roi anh khdng khéc.
Nhwng hdy nh¢, anh khéc khong phai vi thwong hai em. Anh mudn néi
diéu nay, va vi minh s€ néi diéu nay chi mot [an duy nha't, nén hay nghe
that ky nhé.

Minh yéu tat ca cac ban.

Néu muwoi ndm nra cdc ban van con nhd dén chwong trinh nay, vin nhé
nhitng dia nhac ma minh da phdt, vdn nhé dén minh, thi cling hdy nhé
nhirng 1oi minh vira néi.

Gio’ minh s€ phat bai hat ma em &y yéu cau. Goodluck Charm cia Elvis
Presley. Khi ban nhac nay két thic, s€ van con thoi gian 1 gior 50 phiit nira
va minh s€ lai dién khung nhw moi khi.

Cam on céc ban da ling nghe.

38.

Buoi chiéu hom quay vé Tokyo, mang theo tdi xach t6i cling kip ghé qua
quan Jay’s Bar. Quén van chwa chinh thirc mé ctra, nhung Jay cho phép toi
vao va 18y bia moi toi.



“To1 nay em s€ don buyt di ve.”
Jay gét g, vAn mai got vo khoai tdy d€1am khoai tiy chién.

“Chdc sé vang lam n€u khong cé ciu. S€ chang con nhém khi nwa,” Jay
vira néi vira chi bire tranh treo trén qudy. “Chudt chac ciling sé thdy ¢6 doc
1&m.”

“Vang.”
“Tokyo c6 vui khong?”
“0O’ dau cung vay thdi ma.”

“Chéc vay. T lic Olympic Tokyo dién ra, tdi chwa tirng roi khoi thanh pho’
nay [an nao.”

“Anh thich thanh ph6 nay?”

“Gidng nhw ciu bao. O dau cling vay thoi.”

~

“U ”
.

“Ma vai ndm ntra tdi cling muén quay vé Trung Qudc it 1au. Du t6i chwa
bao gio’ d&n d6... Mbi Tan nhin nhitng con thuyén noi bén cang, toi ludn
nghi vay.”

“Cau em ma't & Trung Qudc daYy.”

“Vay sao?... Ngwoi chét da loai ca, nhwng ta't ca déu cé ho hang.”
Jay dai t6i vai chai bia, con cho td6i mot tii khoai tay chién néng hoi.
“Cém on.”

“Khong dang ban tim. Chi may th vit vanh théi. Ma moi nguoi tredng
thanh nhanh thit d&’y. L'an dau tdi gap ciu, cdu mdi chi hoc trung hoc pho
thong.”

T6i bat cweoi va gat dau, roi ndi 1o tw biét.
“Nh¢ bao trong da’y,” Jay noi.

Dudi tor lich ngay 26 thang Tam c6 viét cadu cham ngdn nhw sau.



“Cho di chan thanh chinh la nhan lai.”

Toi mua vé xe dém, roi ngdi xudng bing ghé” phong cho' ngdm nhin dnh
dén phd thi ryc r&. Nhitng 4nh dén bit dau tit phut cliing v&i man dém
budng xudng, chi con dén dwong va hop dén quang cdo mai tda sang. Ti€ng
coOi tau xa xam thodng mang theo lan gi6 bién.

Noi ctra xe, hai nhan vién dirng d67 dién nhau, ki€m tra vé va s6” ghé&”. Khi
toi chia ra tA'm vé ctia minh anh ta néi, “S& 21 Trung Qudc.”

“Trung Qudc?”

“Vang, s6 21 C. Chwr cdi dau. America la A, Brazil 1a B, China 1a C, va
Denmark 12 D. N&u c4u ta nghe nhdm thi s& phién 14m,” anh ta vira néi vira
chi ngwoi d6ng nghiép dang ki€m tra danh sach ghé& ng6i. T6i gat dau roi
leo 1én xe, ng6i xudng gh& C s6 21, va dn khoai tiy chién van con néng.

Moi thir trdi di ma't. Khong ai c6 th€ bit 13y chiing.

D6 1a cdch chiing ta van sdng.

39.

Chuyén t6i k& chi dén diy, nhwng di nhién né van con tiép dién.

T6i budc qua tuoi hai mwoi chin va Chudt dén tudi ba mwei. Céi tuoi da
kha gia. Quan Jay’s Bar phai stra chira vi con 10 dwgc mé rong va ldc nay
da 12 mot bar kha odch. DU vdy, Jay van ty minh got vé mot rd khoai ty
mdi ngy, vira méi udng bia vira cau nhau ring khach ngay trede d&n quan
to't hon nhi€u.

T6i két hon va gior dang sdng & Tokyo.

MOoi khi ¢6 phim ctia Sam Peckinpah[1], v¢r chong toi lai d&n rap chiéu
bong. Trén dwong vE chiing téi ghé cdng vién Hibiya udng mdt chai bia va
rdi popcorn cho li chim b6 cdu noi d6. Trong nhirng phim cta Sam
Peckinpah, t61 thich phim Bring Me the Head of Alfredo Garcia, con v to1
lai hét loi ca ngoi phim Convoy. Ngoai phim ctia Peckinpah, toi thich Ashes
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and Diamonds|2], trong khi vo toi lai thich Mother Joan of the Angels|3].
N&u chung sdng v&i nhau @d 1au, c6 1€ so thich cling s€ thanh ra twong tu.

“Anh c6 hanh phic khéng?” N&u dwoc hdi vy toi chi cé the trd 1o, “Di
nhién.” Vi thtr dwgc goi 1a wé'c mo cudi cling ciling chi 1a mo’ wéce.

Chudt van viét ti€u thuy&t. Mdi ndm vao dip Gidng Sinh ciu ta lai g toi
vai ban thao ti€u thuy€&t ctia minh. Nam trwedre cdu ta givi cdu chuyén vé mot
bé&p tredng lam viéc & bénh vién tAm than, con hai ndm treedc cau ta c6 g
truyén vui phong tic tw ti€u thuyét The Brothers Karamazov[4]. Nhw
thwong 1€, trong ti€u thuy€t cau ta vi€t chwa ting c6 yé€u t6 tinh duc va
cung chflng c6 nhan vat nao phai chét.

Trang dau ban thao ludn dé ‘Happy birthday’ va ‘White Christmas’. Vi sinh
nhat toi 1a ngay 24 thang Mwoi Hai.

T6i chwa tung gép lai ¢6 gdi, ngwoi ¢ ban tay trdi chi con b6n ngén. Mua
dong t6i quay vEé thanh phd, cd da nghi viéc tai ti€m béan dia than va don
khéi can hd cia minh. R'6i ¢6 bi€n mat khong chdt vét tich gitra bi€n ngwoi
va dong chdy thoi gian.

Khi quay vé thanh phd’ vao mua he, tdi da di doc con dwong tdi van thuong
cung ¢6 dao budc, ng6i xudng bac thang da trede ddy nha kho, va ¢6 doc
ng&m nhin bién ca. Mi Mn t6i mudn khéc thi dit khodt nude mét ching
chiu trao ra. Viy daYy.

Dia than California Girls vAn nam trong géc ké dia. Moi mua ha t6i lai 14y
ra va lang nghe vai Ian. Vira mo’ twdng vé California tdi vira udng bia.

Bén canh ké dia than c6 mét cédi ban, trén mit ban dit mot nim cd da kho
nhw xdc wop. La md ¢o t6i 18y ra tw bao tir bo.

Birc dnh nguwoi ban gdi cti hoc khoa Vian Hoc Phdp da mat khi t6i ban ron
chuyén nha.

Beach Boys phat hanh album m¢&i sau thoi gian dai tan ra.

I wish they all could be California girls...
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40.

Cudi cung, tdi s€ mot Tan nira k€ vé Derek Heartfield.

Heartfield sinh nam 1909 tai mot thi trdn nhd ¢ Ohio va tredng thanh tai
d6. Cha 6ng 1a mot ky sw vién thong cAm ling, con me dng 13 modt nguwdi
phu n&r ph6p phdp gidi béi todn va nwong banh. Chang trai tré u sau
Heartfield khong c6 ba't ky ngwoi ban nao. Thoi gian rdi ong ding doc
truyén tranh hay pulp magazine hay thwdng thirc mén banh me 6ng lam.
V&i 161 s6ng nhw thé” 6ng da di qua hét thoi trung hoc. Sau khi tdt nghiép
ong thtr 1am viéc tai buu dién thi tran, nhung chi trong thoi gian ngén. K&
tir ldc d6, ong khang dinh con dwdng minh phai di trong cudc sdng khong
gi khac hon 1a tré thanh mot ti€u thuyét gia.

Truyén ngan thit nim ctia ong, Weird Tales, ding bdo nim 1930 va nhuin
but 6ng nhin dworc 1a hai mwot do-la. Nam ti€p theo, trong mot thang, 6ng
Vi€t ti€u thuy€t dai 70 ngan chir, va nam k& ti€p 6ng vi€t thém thanh 100
ngan chtr, roi mot nam triedec ngay ma't ciia dng tong s chir da 1a 150 ngan.
Nghe bao ctr mdi nira ndim Ong lai phai thay may d4nh chi hiéu Remington
ctia minh.

Hau h€t moi ti€u thuyét ong viét d€u thudc the loai phi€u lwu va huyén bi.
Tieu thuy€t nhi€u ky Wald: The Adventurer Kid da k&t hop mot cach hai
hoa hai y&u td trén va tré’ thanh tdc pham noi ti€ng nha't cia 6ng, tong cong
c6 bon mwoi hai ky. Trong ti€u thuy€t néi trén, Wald dwoe k€ da chét 3
Tan, gi€t 5000 ké thu, va ngd v&i 375 phu nir bao g6m ca phu nir sao Hda.
Vai ky ti€u thuyét k€ trén chiing ta cé the€ tim doc qua nhirng ban dich.

Heartfield ghét ra't nhiéu thir. Bru dién, trung hoc phd thdng, nha xui't ban,
ca rot, phu nir, ché... néu tinh ra thi nhiéu vo s6 k€. Ong chi thich mdi ba
diéu. Sung, meo, va banh me 6ng nwdng. Khong tinh dé€n studio Paramount
va FBI, c6 Ié Heartfield 1a nha swu tam vii khi gan nhw day du nha't trén
toan nwdc My. Ngoai sing cao xa va xe tang, dng co tdt ca moi loai vii khi.
Thir 6ng ty hao nhat trong bd swu tdp ctia minh 1a khau revolver 38 mm ¢6
kham ngoc trai trén badng sing; khau revolver nay chi nap mdi mot vién dan
ma thoi. Ong ludn néi. “Rdi 6 lic toi s& ding vat nay ti tay két lidu chinh
minh.”



Tuy nhién vao nam 1938, khi me 6ng ma't, dng da d€n New York d€’ leo 1€n
toa nha Empire State Building, roi nhay xudng khdi ban-cong va chét nat
thay nhu mdt con €ch.

Thé theo di nguyén, ngudi ta khic 1én bia mo 6ng nhirng 15 ctia Nietzche
nhu sau.

“Sao dnh dwong kia hieu dworc
dm dam dém thdu.”

Heartfield dang... (thay loi két).

Néu khong gap nha van cé tén Derek Heartfield nay, c6 1€ to61 da khong viet
ti€u thuy€t va twong ty... tdi s€ khdng c6 y dinh ké ra cau chuyén nay. Tuy
nhién tdi nghi chic réi con dwdng t6i di sé ra't khéc so vé&i bay gio.

Thoi con trung hoc phG théng, tdi teng mua vai cudn ti€u thuyét cuia
Heartfield do mot thiy thi nwdc ngoai d€ lai trong tiém sach ci. Thoi doé
mot quyén sach gia chi nam mwoi yen. Néu dé khong phai 1a mot tiém
sach, thir t6i mua c6 1€ s€ khong the€ xem 1a mot quyén sach bdi vé ngoai
toi tan cua nd. Bia sdch khoi hai da long gan hét, con ma’y trang sach da ¢
dd ca. Hin m&y quyén sdch da bj vit chdng gong trén giwdng cla vién thiy
thd trén con tau hang hay mot chi€n ham, vegt bi€n Thai Binh Dwong, va
sau khodng thoi gian dai troi qua dd ndm lai trén ban toi.

T

MAy nidm sau tdi c6 d&n My. Chuy&n di ngin ngay chi v&i muc dich viéng
mo Heartfield. T6i bi€t d&€n ngdi md thong qua thw t véi Thomas McLure,
nguwoi nghién ctru Heartfield ra't tAn tAm (va cling 1a duy nhat).

“Ngo6i md nho chi to chirng d&” giay cao gét. Pung budc qua ldc nao khong
hay ddy,” 6ng vi€t nhur vay trong thu.

Tw New York t6i don chuyén Bus Greyhound trong nhw mét chié€c do quan
khong 10, va dén cai tran nhd & Ohio ldc 07.00. Ngoai tdi ra khong ai khac
dwng lai noi day. Sau khi vegt qua dong ¢d bén ngoai thi tram, toi tim dén
dwore khu nghia trang. Nghia trang rdng 1én con hon ca thi tran. Trén dau



toi, vai cdnh chim sé lwgn quanh thanh nhitrng vong tron trong ldc riu rit
diéu flight song.

T6i ma't ddng mot gior tim ki€m mo cua Heartfield. Cudi cung t6i cling tim
tha’y. Sau khi @it b6 h'ong dai phii day bui bim ngét dwoc trén cdnh dong
ven thij trdm, t6i chdp hai tay vé phia md, r'oi ng6i xudng hit thudc. Dudi
anh mat troi diu ngot thang Nam, sy song va cdi chét c¢6 vé déu tinh tai nhw
nhau. T6i ndm xudng nglra mit nhin tréi, mit nhim nghién, va sudt may
tié€ng dong h'6 mai 1dng nghe bay chim sé riu rit.

Ti€u thuyét nay kh&i dau tv mot noi nhw vay day. To6i chflng bi€t no s€ ket
thic noi dau.

“So v&i vil try tinh t&,” Heartfield n6i vay, “thé” gidi ching ta chi nhu bd 6¢
giun.”

Mong la th€’, td1 hy vong.
T

Mot diéu cudi cung, nhirng thong tin lién quan d&€n Heartfield, t6i da trich
tw quyen The Legend of the Sterile Stars cia Thomas McLure, nguoi toi da
nhic d&n trede d6. Xin duge néi 101 tri an.

thang Nam 1979
Haruki Murakami

[1] David Samuel ‘Sam’ Peckinpah (21 thang Ba 1925 — 28 thang Muoi
Hai 1984), dao dién ngwoi My da dao dién cdc phim Straw Dogs (1971),
Pat Garret & Billy the Kid (1973), Bring Me the Head of Alfredo Garcia
(1974).

[2] Chuyén th€ tor mdt ti€u thuyé€t cia nha van Phan Lan Jerzy
Andrzejewski, c6 twa gdc Popiol i diament, xua't ban nam 1948. Tieu
thuyét nay dwoc dwa 1én man bac v&i cung tra gdc bdi dao dién ngudi
Phan Lan, Adrze; Wajda vao nam 1958.

[3] Twa gdc la Matka Joanna od anioléw (1961). Phim vé viéc tru ta dwoc
dao dién bdi Jerzy Kawalerowicz.
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[4] Tiéu thuyét cia Fyodor Dostoyevsky.
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